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GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA

ST & SC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
********

No. 16416 /SSD dated
STSCD-FRA-MEET-OOOl-2015
From

3rd Sept •• 2016.

Sri R. Raghu Prasad, IFS.
Director (ST) & Ex-Officio Spl. Secretary to Govt.

To
All Collectors-cum-Chairpersons of DLCs on FRA.

List of potential villages for recognition of Community Rights and
Community Forest Resources Rights under FRA.
Letter nO.23011118/2015-FRA dt.27.07.2015 of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Govt. of India addressed to all Chief Secretaries ( Copy enclosed).

Sirl Madam,

Sub.:-

Ref:

)

I am directed to enclose herewith the statement indicating the list of
potential villages that could have eligible community groups which could be provided
Community Rights and Community Forest Resources Rights under FRA. The list have
been developed by SCSTRTI, Bhubaneswar basing upon the methodology provided by
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Govt. of India.

There is a need to provide Community Rights and Community Forest Resources
Rights under FRA on a priority mode basing on the procedure and process prescribed
under FRA rules. The detailed verification and field level examination of the potential
villages may be carried out and the process as envisaged u/r 12 B of the amended Forest
Rights Rules, 2012 be followed for recognition of Community Rights and Community
Forest Resources Rights to eligible forest dwelling STs and OTFDs.

Yours faithfully,

Director (ST) & Ex-

f

By Speed Post
Memo No. 16417 I SSD Dt. 03-Q9- 2) 16.

Copy along with the enclosures sent to all NOd~1Officers on FRA for
information and necessary compliance. \

Director (ST) & Ex-Of~ ~ ~1. Secretary
Memo No. 16418 I SSD Dt. 03-09 - 2) 16.

Copy along with the enclosures submitted to the Add!. Secretary to Govt.,
Forest & Env. Department I Panchayati Raj Department I Reve~& DM Department,
Odisha for information and necessary action. \ \t"

~ t?\\
Director (ST) & Ex-Offici Spl. Secretary



No/23011118f2015· FIA
Government of IndIa'

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

August Kranti Shawan
New Delhi
Dated: 27.07.2015

To,
The Chief Secretaries of af! State Governments

f
fj 2.

3.

~4/~

Sub: Guidelines with regard to use of Geo referencing for ~ of
potential areas and re...xamination of rejected ctaims under Scheduled
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006 (fRA),

"
As you may be aware, Ministry of Tribal Aft'airs has taken up implementation
of FRA on a campaign mode. As part of PRAGATI, Hon'ble Prime Minister
had reviewed the implfilrt'lentation of FAA Hon'bte Prime Minister has desired
that Ministry of Tribal Affairs must take a lead in technological suppOrt to the
States, It was atso stated that States need to proactively pursue proQress to
vesting of rights In time bound manner. Gao referenced database of vesting of
rights may be created ..Further tc this, Mlfltstry of Tribal Affairs had issued a
tetter on 28fll April 2015 (0.0 No. 23011'18/2015-FRA) to all the States
requesting them create geeo-referenced data base,

Meanwhile. MiniStry of Tribal AffaIrs have consulted technical resource
agenc.es such as National Remote SensIng Centre. Bhaskaracharya Institute
For Space Appticatjons and Geo-lnformatlCS (BISAG), Dept of Science and
Technology. Govt of GuJarst, State Governments and Tribal Research
Institutes, for inpI'ts on geo referencing on FRA.

This Ministry has receIved reports which suggest that large number of dams
have been rejected due to lack of evidence or incomplete evfdence., It may be
noted that as per Rule 6 (b) of Forest Right Rules, district administration tn

I
general and the SOLe in particular are expected to ~ssist the Gram Sabhas
and the FRCs by providIng forest and reve,nue m3ps. In this s:ootext geo
referenced maps may be generated and be provided to Gram Sabhas and



FRCs, Accordingly claims rejected on the grounds of insuffucjent evidences or;
which prfma-fade requires additional exarinatlon may be fe-examined.

4 It is being reiterated that use of any technology, such" as, satellite imagery.,
shoutd be used to supplement evidences tendered by a claimant for
consideration of the claim and not to replace other evidences submitted by
him In support of his claim as the only form of evidence. If rights have already
been recognised in favour of a claimant. the same may not be reopened.

5, Through Geographical information 6y&tem (GIS). maps can be prepared
for Implementing agencies, regardtng the eligible areas for the implementation
OfFAA where maps can be dra\Ynat different administrative levels like nation,
state, district, blOCkand village. With the use of GIS, final maps can also be
prepared for the village as mentioned under Rule 12 A (9) of the Scheduled
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Re(.X>gnitionof Forest Rights)
Rules, 2008 (as amended up to da1e)('FR Rules')wtth spatial information of
physiographic features of that village, area of the forest land in nume.rleal
vatue recognized under the FRA

6. Based on the inputs, the broad parameters for use of geo referencing data for
Identlflcation of potential areas for both indiVidual and".Community Forest
Resource Rights (CFR) are listed. The foHowing gUidelines may be applied for
use of technology and geo referencing to expedite the process of FRA
implementation .

8. Gee referenced Satellite image of highest resolution (preferably W1tn
1M or high&( resolution} of any satellite may be used for period around
Oecembe',2005. 00091e earth Images ...especta.lly, the historical images
of around the year 2005, or any other reliable open-source Images can
also be used for this purpose. Images can also be procured from
National Remote Sensrng Agency. Hyderabad If required.

b. The geo·referenced Imageries on the latitude/longitUde grid of the
GIS program and digitized and geo~referenced village and forest
boundaries can be overfaJdon the same if available:

c tdentiflcation of cultivated areas through the Satellite imagery needs to
be verified through ground-truthmg using GPSI Android Phone etc,

d. GPS surveys of all plots of lands of the wrongly rejected (including
partially rejected) I pending claims, may be done with actt\le
participation of the village FRCs and Gram Sabhas.

e SInce the GPS survey is a Simple 1001and can be handled after simple
tralnll19 and demonstration. the States should involve FRCs (or teams
of local youth) in the sUNe:;-Vl'Orkafter proVIding necessary traIning and
also providing GPSlandroid devices:

f After processing of the GPS data overlay plots of claimed lands (with
unique plot numbers) on the imageries and prepare maps (with



imagery) and Itsl'swith area of eaqh plot and provide them to the FRes
and Gram Babhss,

Q The FRes and Gram Sabhas ~ then consider the evidence from
these ffiiJPS and lists. together with other evidimoos. whife deciding
these claims. Including determining the area to be approved

h, For identificat'on of CFR areas, State Government of Odi&ha has
piloted a process in the Mayurbhanj Distnct by using GIS based
tecnnology wfth the help of the foHowing information:

• V~lages havlng Forest Land within its revenue boundary
• Viltages having no Forest Land withIn its revenue boundary
• Villages located in fringe of Reserved Forests land coming

uneer control of State FOfest Department
• Un~sufVeyed habitations may also be included

L Similar method may be adopted by other states based on various
Government Records sucn as Census, 2011 Data. the State level
EconomiC and Statistical surveys, Fo:rest Survey of India. etc:

J, The S1ate Govemments can seek support from BISAG, Dept. or
Science and Technology, Government of Gujarat and Nationa'
Resource Centr~,Tribal Re~rch tnst!tute. Bhu~n~war for trairling
of offtcjais, FRCs and community volunteere with respect to use of
technol~y. States can afso seek support from the state Remote
Sensing Centres for th$ Pr<:>cess. '

k, Since maps or geo referenced inl(lge~can be procured easily and
freelyl or at nominal cost the State Governments need to proactively
take up this activity and complete the process of assessment and
review of rejected claims in light of the use of technok)gy within a
period of two months.

1. These issues with the approval of competent authonty,

Yours faithfully

(Roopak Chaudhun)

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India

Tel No: 01126182428
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