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Assembly having been assented to by the President on the 12th September, 2014 is
hereby published for general information.
ODISHA ACT 8 OF 2014

THE ODISHA SCHEDULED CASTES SCHEDULED TRIBES AND
BACKWARD CLASSES (REGULATlON OF. ISSUANCE AND
VERiFICATION OF CASTE CERTIF!CATES) ACT, 2011.

AN ACT TO PROViDE FOR THE" REGULATIDN OF THE ISSUANCE AND
VER!F!CAT!ON OF THE CASTE CERT!F!CAT ES TO THE PERSONS
BELONGING TO: THE SCHEDULED CASTES SCHEDULED TR%BES

AND BACKWARD C‘LASS STAN .OR MATTERS CONNECTED |
L THEREWITH OH iNCIDENTAL THERETO.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Odisha in the
Sixty-third Year of the Republic of India, as folloWs:-

Shgr{ title 1. (#) This Act may be called the Odisha Scheduled Castes
an :
commence- Scheduled Tribes and Backward Classes (Regulation of Issuance and

ment.
: Verification of Caste Certificates) Act, 2012.

{2) It shall come into force on such date, as the State Government

may, by notification, in the Official Gazette, appoint.

No.9733—I-Legis-28/2011/L. —The following Act of the Odnsha Legislative
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Definitions

no

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,——

(a) “Appellate Authority”™ means the Authority as mentioned in
section 5;

(b) “Backward Classes” means any Socially and Educationally
Backward Classes as defined in clause(e) of section 2 of the
Odisha Reservation of Posts and Services (for Socially and
Educationally Backward Classes) Act, 2008 and includes

_ ‘Other Backward Classes declared by Government of India in

: = relationto the State of Odisha ;

(c) "Caste Certificate” means the certificate issued by the
Competeht Authority to an applicant indicaiing.therein'the
écheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe or Backward Class, as
the case may be, to which such applicant belongs;

(d) “Competent Authority” means an Officer or authority authorised

' by the Government, by notification, to issue Caste Certificate,
for such area or for mpggg as may be specified in the
said notification and shall include all the Competent
Authont:es already desxgnated by the Government befO{e the
'commencement of thrs Act, having jurisdiction over the area
or place to which the applicant ongma!ly belongs, unless
specified otherwise;

: -(e) Govemment” means‘the Government of Odisha ;-

(f) ‘Local Authority” means Grama Panchayats Panchayat
_Samitis, Zilla Parishad- and ‘also- mciudes k- Mumcnoality or
"Municipal Corporation -or such other body legally enm!ed to
function as local authority by the- Govemment

(g) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act;

(h) “public sector undertaking” means a Government Cémpany as
defined in section 617 of the \,umpénées Act, 1956 or any
Corporation established by or under any Central or State Act;

() “reserved category” means category of persons either belonging
to Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe or Backward Class;

(/) “Scheduied Castes” and “Scheduled Tribes” shall have the
meanings, respectively, assigned to them in clause (24) and
clause (25) of articie 366 of the Constitution of India: and

Qdisha
Act 6 of
20089.

1 of 1956.
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(k) «geruting Commiftee” means the Committee or Committees
constituted under sub-section (1) of section 6 for verification
of the Caste Certificate and to perform other functions as
entrusted to the Scrutiny Committee under this Act.

3. Any person belonging to any of the réserved category, required
to produce a Caste Certificate in order to claim the benetit of any reservation
provided to such reserved category either in any public employment or {or
admission into any educational institution or any other benefit under any
special provisions made under clause (4) of article 15 of the Constitution
of India or for the purpose of Cohtesting for elective post in any‘ Local
Authority. or in the ‘Co—goperavtive Societies or for purchase or transfer of

Jand from. a- tribal land-holder or .any other purposes specified by the

Government, shall apply in such form ‘and in such manner as may be

prS——— st S

prescribed, to the Competent Authority for the issue of a Caste Certificate.

i

4. (1) The Competent Authority may, on -an application made to it
/ i S,

under section 3, after satistying itselt about the genuineness of the claim
and following the procedure c& pre_‘s“g‘rjpﬁ@g,,is.sue a-Caste Certificate within

X e N g

such time limit '»ar‘\d in sqc;h form as may:be pres

cribed or reject the
app]i_patifon_ for reasons 10 be.recordeq.inwritihg. ;

. (__2)7A Caste Certificat‘e issued by ény;perscn, Officer or authority

" other than the Competent Authority shall be invalid.

Appeal.

- declare any officer higherin ra:nk;th;ar);theAC',o,rﬁp.et.’e'mfAuihority-Cor}jcemed :

5. (1) Government shall, by notification, in the Official, Gazette,

" as the Appellate Authority.

(2.)A£.‘{ﬂy.pér_son éggrievéd _by‘an, order of rle;éction of application

' passed.byAthe Competem’Authority u}nde_r. sub~fsect_id_h (1) of section 4 may,

Scrutiny
Commitiee.

‘within 30 days from the date of receipt of -ordér,; appeal to the Appellate
oA X
Authority.

(3) The Appellate Authority.may, within a period of three months,
after giving the appellant an opportunity of being heard and after saﬁém
itself about the genuineness Of otherwise of the claim of the appellant,
either confirm the rejection order or set aside the order of the Competent
Authority and direct the Competent Authority to issue the Caste Certificate.

6. (‘1)'The Government shall constitute by ngﬁfﬁi,\;_ﬁa_”t_igg‘in the Official
Gazette, one or more Scrutiny Committeeé”fwo} verification of Caste
Certificates issued by the Competent Authorities under sub-section (1) of
section 4 specifying in the said notification the functions and thearea of

jurisdiction of each of such Scrutiny Committees.

s
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(2) The appointing Zuthority of the Government, Central
Government, Local Authority, public sector undertakings, educational
institutions, Co-operative Societies or any other Government aided

institutions may make application, in such form and in such manner as

may be prescribed, 10 the Srcr‘uﬁ'h'y'Com’mittee concerned ibr”t“ﬁ;::veriﬁcahon

BT{HéEasté Certificate, if any doubt arises about the genuineness Of the

Caste Certificate produced by any person to get any penefit on the basis
of such Certificate:

Provided that the Scrutiny Committee shall also have the power
to verify suo-motu the genuineness of a Caste Certificate issued Dy the
Competent Authority:

Provided further that the person whose Caste Certificate has’been

~ subjected 1o verification shall not be debarred to avail the penefit nor shall

Confiscation-
and
cancellation
of false
Casle
Cenrificate.

- fb‘.‘dwif‘g’-‘suéh‘iprocedt{f_?;éi.f?_%,y_,?_e"‘;P.zfz-,suerj_?‘egwafter giving: the; person

Burden of

" proof.

discontinue to avail the benefit until the Caste Certificate is cancelled by
the Scrutiny Committee., i

(3) The Scrutiny Qommittge shall follow such procedure for
verification of the Caste Certificate and adhere 1o the time limit for

verification and grant of validity certificate as may be prescribed.

it

7. (1) Where, before or after the commencement of this Act, it comes
to notice that a person not belo’nging to any of the reserved Calegbry has
obtained a false Caste Certiﬂcéte to the effect that either himse(f or his
children belong to such reserved category, the Scrutiny Committee may,
‘syo-motu or oiherWise!_caH'for the record and enquire into the correctness
of such Certificate and if it is of the opini‘on that the Certificate was dbtained

fraudulemly,'i.t shall, by an order, cancel aq@ﬁgg@ate the Certificate by

Goncerned an opportunity of being heard and communicate the same to
the concerned person and the concerned authority, if any. :

(2) The order passed by the Scrutiny Committee under this Act
shall be final and shall not be challenged before any authority or courl
except the High Court under article 226 of the Constitution of India.

8. Where an application is made to the Competent Authority under
section 3 for the issue of a Caste Certificate in respect of any reserved
category.and in any enquiry conducted by the. Compelent Authority or
Scrutiny Committeé or the Appeliate Authority under this Act or in any trial
of offence under this Act the question arises about the genuineness of the
claim of the appiica'nt the burden of proving that the person belonged O
such Caste, Tribe or Class shall be on such applicant.

%3



o

5
Bwers of 9. The Competent Authority, the Appellate Authority and the Scrutiny
/C\O{;pe,:em Committee shall, while holding an enquiry under this Act, have all the
uthority, :

Appeliate  powers of a Civil Court while trying a suit under the Code of Civil Procedure,

Authorily 4908 and in particular in respect of the following matters, namely:—
and Scrutiny
Caeimitice. (a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person and
examining him on oath:
{b) requiring the discovery and production of any document;
(¢) receiving evidence on affidavits:
(d) requisitioning any public record 6r copy thereof from any Court
or officer; and 4
(e) issuing Commissiornis for'the examination of witnesses or
documents. ‘
Withdrawal 10. (1) Whoever, not being a person belonging to any of the
of benefits ) :

secured on fE€Served category, secures admissidn in any educational institution against
the basis of 3 seat reserved for such reserved category or secures any appointment in
false Caste ; ; . s . : ;
Certificate. the Government, Local-Authority or in any public sector undertaking or in
any_(i'ov,erhment aided ihst_itution or. Co_,—opera'ﬁ.ye Society against a post
resezrv:ed;for‘ sUch r_eserved“category b_y-prodticing afalse Caste Certifjcéte
'shai!'_, on ééhcellat_ioh’ of the Caé,t'é;‘(.).er;if{cate by the Scrutiny Committee,
belliab!e to be d‘ébatred‘ from the concerned educational institution, or as
the case may be, discharged from the said employment forthwith and any
other --b‘e:né‘fj.ts enjoy’e‘d or derived by virtue of such admissian or
appoin'tmem by such pérs’Qn' as aforesaid shall be withdrawn forthwi;:{h.
(2) Any janﬁoﬁh.t‘ 'p_agd. to:sAu.ch person by the Gov‘emmeniféf by
<_~ény-fp'th¢r.autﬁbrjty reférred to in sub;secti¢n (1) by way of sc’holar;'hip,
e ~g'rar-1:'t',’ él.tv-ci,yvance orin terms of zgn,yl other ﬁnanci‘a_l benefit shall be retu‘funéd
by stch person immediately, failing'which it shall be recovered from such
person as an varreér of land revenue.

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in any law for the time

being in force, a person shall be disqualified for being a member of a

Local Authority, a Co-operative Society or any other stq;qtc}_;y- body if he

has contested for, or has been elected to, the seat resgrved for any of the

reserved category by, producing a Caste Certificate {vhich is found to be

false and is'cancelled by the Scrutiny Committee and the benelfits, if any,

‘ obtained by such person, shall be recoverable as arrear of land revenue
and the election of such person shall be terminated retrospectively.

5 of 1908




Offences
and
penalties,

Offences to
be

.and

" . ‘non-bailable.

Penalty for

cognizable -

11. {1) Whoever,—

(a) obtains a false Caste Certificate by furnishing false
information or by filing false statement or documents or

by any other fraudulent means; or

(b) not belonging to any of the reserved category secures any
benefit or appointment exclusively available for such
reserved category in the Government, Local A'uthority or
any public sector undertaking or in any Government aided -
institution, or secures admission in any educational
institution against a seat exclusively reserved for such
reserved category or is elected to any of the elective
offices of any Local Authority -or Co—operati.ve Society
against the office, reserved for such category by producing
a false Caste Certificate,

shall, on canviction, be punished with rigorous imprisonment for a term
which shall not be less than six months but may extend to two years or
with fine which shall not be less than two thousand rupees, but may extendu

to twemy thousand rupees or both.

(2) No Court shaH take cognizance of an offence pumshable

under thlS seot:on except upon a complaintin wrltmg made by the Scrutmy 5

Commxttee or by any other Officer duly authorised by the Scrutmy,

‘Cdmmittée for this purpose.

. 12. Noiwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal
Procedure 1973~

(a) offences pumshabie under section 11 shall be cogmzable

ang non-bailable;

(b) every offence punishable under this Act, shall be tried by
B any Magistrate of First Class in a summary Way and.
provisions of sections 262 to 265 of the said Code both
inclusive except sub-seclion (2) of section 262 shall, as
far as possible, may be applied to such trial.

1% (:;7'3)'f'/\ny person or authority performing the functions of

!
issiing false Competent Authomy under this Act, who intentionally issues a false Caste

Caste
Certificate.

Certn‘;ca}e, -shall, on conviction, be punished with rigorous imprisonment

for'a térm-which shall not be less than six months but may extend to two
years or with fine which shall not be less than two thousand rupees, but
may extend to twenty thousand rupees or both. .

2 0of 1974.
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Penalty for
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Protection
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done in
good faith.
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Powers to

make rules.
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remove
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. (2) No Court shail take cognizance of anofience punishable under
this section except with the previous sanction of the Government.

14. Whoever abets any offence punishable under this Act shall be
punished with the punishment provided for the offence.

75. Ne Civil Court shall have jurisdiction to entertain, to continue or
to: decide.any suit or proceeding or shall pass any decree or order-or
execute wholly or pa{rtiaily'any:deoree or order, if the claims involved in

~ such suitor proceeding, or if the-passing of such decree or order or if stch
-execution would, in any way, be contrary {o the provisions of this Act.

16. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against

: any person for anything which is done in good faith orintended to be done

in pursuance of this Act or the rutes made thereunder

: 17. Save as otherwise provrded the provisions of thrs Act shah be
in addition to the provisions of any other law for the time berng in force

18. The Government may, subject o the prevrous publ:catron by
no’ufrcatron in the Official Gazette, make rules to carry out a!l or any of the
purposes of this Act. e :

" 18. (1) If any difficulty arises in giving’eff‘ect to the provisions of

' this Act, the Government may by order pubhshed inthe Offrcral Gazette

* may appear to be necessary for removrng the drffrculty

o :',_ thrs Act

Printed and published by the Director, Printing, Stationery and Publication, Odisha, Cuttack-10

Provxded that no such order shaH be made under thas sect:on after

W2y Every ‘emrdér"r'néd"efnnuder'this section shall be laid, as soon
as may be after it is made, before the State Legislature.

By Order of the Governor

MIHIR RANJAN PARIDA

Principal Secretary to Government , /e,

OGP/SBP., Ex. Gaz. No. 9251734280
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