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READING SKILLS

A. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

Brain drain refers to the situation when the skilled workforce leaves their own country to
permanently settle down in some other country. It is also referred to as human capital flight.

The term emerged in the 1960's when highly qualified and trained people from the poor or
developing countries started immigrating to the developed countries in search of better job
opportunities. This is primarily due to the fact that developing countries like India have
failed utterly in providing the right kind of opportunities to the youth.

This, in turn, is leading to a great loss of national wealth. In the past few decades, a lot of
Indian professionals have migrated to other countries. The human capital in terms of skills,
ideas, labor and intelligence is being transferred to countries abroad from India since ages.
This has become a characteristic more of the intelligentia of the nation  the
doctors, engineers, scientists, MBAs, CAs, lawyers and other professionals.

Today, Indians constitute a majority in large American organizations like NASA (The National
Aeronautics and Space Administration). Additionally, studies show that Indians are one of
the most hardworking, dedicated and sincere workers. That is why various countries and
companies readily take our nationals. The facilities, packages, scholarships etc. provided
by these nations are far better than what India can provide them. While this is the case of
young students/professionals, the academically well qualified people prefer going abroad for higher
research because they don't get the best change, resources and facilities for research in India.

The cut-offs for admissions have become close to 100% in the best Indian Universities.
While these Universities are in the race for getting the best students, the ambitious youth
fail to occupy seats in any of the prestigious Indian Universities. This leads them to explore
the scope of higher education abroad. Most of these students prefer staying back in the best
country after completing their studies due to better work opportunities and heavy pay
packages. So, after getting global exposure and getting introduced to high quality life and
facilities, the students become reluctant to go back to the home country.

Awakening to this fact, the Indian Government is putting the best foot forward to curb brain
drain. In tune with consistent economic growth, India will see robust hiring and there is an
expected double digit annual salary increase across all sectors - IT, manufacturing, finance,
insurance and real estate.

Both Government and private firms are aiming towards a better and friendlier atmosphere
to create better condition for their employees. Discrimination and bias at workplace are
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checked by making laws and strictly implementing them. Incentives are given to stop
youngsters from going abroad in search of work.

After witnessing a huge brain drain of doctors, the Government was persuaded to take action.
Now the medical students going abroad for higher studies will have to sign a bond with the
Government, promising to return to India after completing studies. Policies to nurture higher
education, better public service delivery and better sharing of data with the public (RTI)
needs to be promoted to encourage a reverse brain drain. Moreover, the Government of the
day needs to ensure good employment facilities for students by encouraging domestic and
international investments in manufacturing ,  research and development. Our IT professionals
and IIM graduates are the best in the world. Countries welcome them with open arms. We
can use the best potential of the country to accelerate our own progress in socio-economic
fields. We need to give deserving jobs to students who return to India after completing their
education.

QUESTIONS

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by choosing the

most appropriate option.

(i) Which of the following is not an outcome of brain drain ?

(a) Loss of national wealth

(b) Better work opportunities

(c) Increase in human capital of a poor country

(d) Loss in human capital of a poor country

(ii) How is our country stopping youngsters from going abroad ?

(a) By providing incentive (b) By providing job

(c) By increasing salary (d) All of these

(iii) When did the term 'brain drain' emerge ?

(a) In the 1960's

(b) After India's independence

(b) In the last decade of the twentieth century

(d) In the first half of the twenty first century

(iv) How is India losing its national wealth ?

(a) Migration of Indian professional to other countries

(b) Transfer of human capital to countries abroad

(c) From doctors, engineers, scientists leaving India

(d) All of these
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(v) What led to the emergence of the term 'brain drain' ?

(a) Emigration of skilled work force from poor or developing countries to the developed

countries.

(b) Arrival of skilled work force from developed countries to the poor countries.

(c) Lack of opportunities in poor or developing countries.

(d) Better work opportunities in poor or developing countries.

(vi) Why do students explore the scope of higher education in developed nations abroad ?

(a) The best Indian Universities have a cut off mark close to 100%.

(b) Ambitious young men fail to get admission in prestigious Indian Universities.

(c) Race for getting the best students in Indian Universities.

(d) All of these

(vii) How is the Government of India addressing the issue ?

(a) Creation of friendlier atmosphere for employees

(b) Negotiating with developed countries for disqualifying Indian professionals

(c) Creating condition to make leaving India difficult

(d) None of these

(viii) How can India reverse 'brain drain' ?

(a) Asking medical students to sign a bond to return to India after completing studies

abroad.

(b) Promotion of R.T.I

(c) Policies to nurture higher education

(d) All of these

(ix) Which word in the passage refers to highly educated people as a group ?

(a) Professionals (b) Academicians

(c) Ambitious (d) Intelligentia

(x) Which word refers to encouragements to employees ?

(a) Discrimination (b) Bias

(c) Manufacture (d) Incentives
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2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

Air pollution is an issue which concerns us all alike. One can willingly choose or reject

food, a drink or a life comfort, but unfortunately there is little choice for the air we breathe.

All what is there in the air is inhaled by one and all living beings.

An air pollutant is defined as a substance which is present in air that could, in high enough

concentration, harm humans, animals, plants or materials. It could either be gaseous or a

particulate matter. The important and harmful polluting gasses are Carbon Monoxide, Carbon

Dioxide, Ozone and Oxides of Sulphur and Nitrogen. The common particulate pollutants

are dusts of various inorganic or organic origins. Although we often talk of outdoor air

pollution caused by industrial and vehicular exhausts, indoor pollution may prove to be as

or a more important cause of health problems.

Recognition of air pollution is relatively recent. It is not unknown to experience a feeling

of suffocation in a closed environment. It is often ascribed to the lack of Oxygen. Fortunately,

however, the composition of air is remarkably constant all over the world. There is about

78% Nitrogen and 21% Oxygen in the air  the other gases forming a very small

fraction. It is true that Carbon Dioxide exhaled out of the lungs may accumulate in a closed

and overcrowded place. But such an increase is usually small and temporary unless the

room is really air-tight. Exposure to poisonous gases such as Carbon Monoxide may occur

in a closed room heated by burning coal inside. This may also prove to be fatal.

What is more common in a poorly ventilated home is a vague constellation of symptoms

described as the "sick building syndrome". It is characterized by a general feeling of malaise,

headache, dizziness and irritation of mucous membranes. It may also be accompanied by

nausea, itching, aches, pains and depression. 'Sick building syndrome' is getting commoner

in big cities with small houses, which are generally over-furnished. Some of the important

pollutants whose indoor concentrations exceed those of the outdoors include gases such as

Carbon Monoxide, Carbon Dioxide, Oxides of Nitrogen and organic substances like spores,

formaldehydes, hydrocarbon aerosols and allergens. The sources are attributed to a variety

of construction materials, insulations, furnishings, adhesives, cosmetics house dusts, fungi

and other indoor products.

By-products of fuel combustion are important in houses with indoor kitchens. It is not only

the burning of dried dung and fuel wood which is responsible, but also kerosene and Liquefied

Petroleum Gas (LPG). Oxides of both Nitrogen and Sulphur are released from their

combustion.
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Smoking of tobacco in a closed environment is an important source of indoor pollution. It

may not be high quantitatively, but is significantly, hazardous for health. It is because of the

fact that there are over 3000 chemical constituents in tobacco smoke which have been

identified. These are harmful for human health.

Microorganisms and allergens are of special significance in the causation and spread of

diseases. Most infection illness as may involve more persons of a family living in a common

indoor environment. These include viral and bacterial diseases like tuberculosis.

Besides infections, allergic and hypersensitivity disorders are spreading fast. Although asthma

is the most common form of respiratory allergic disorder, pneumonias are not uncommon,

but more persistent and serious. These are attributed to exposures to allergens from various

fungi, moulds, hay and other organic materials. Indoor air ventilation systems, coolers, air-

conditions, dampness, decay, pet animals as well as production or handling of the causative

items are responsible for these hypersensitivity diseases.

Obviously, the spectrum of pollution is very wide and our options are limited. Indoor pollution

may be handled relatively easily by an individual. However, the good work must start from

one's own home.

QUESTIONS

Answer the following questions from your reading of the passages by choosing the right option.

(i) Houses with indoor kitchen cause pollution through combustion of

(a) LPG (b) Kerosene

(c) dried dung and fuel wood (d) All of these

(ii) Which pollutants spread viral and bacterial diseases ?

(a) Tuberculosis (b) Indoor environments

(c) Family members (d) Microorganisms and allergens

(iii) Which of the following are allergy related diseases ?

(a) Irritation of mucous membrane (b) Tuberculosis

(c) Asthma (d) All of these

(iv) Indoor pollution may be caused by

(a) Ozone (b) A variety of construction material

(c) Vehicular exhaust (d) None of these
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(v) Why do we feel suffocated in closed environments ?

(a) They do not have windows

(b) They do not have ceiling fans

(c) They cannot breathe

(d) Lack of Oxygen

(vi) Indoor smoking of tobacco is hazardous because

(a) Tobacco gives out a bad smell

(b) Tobacco is unhealthful

(c) Tobacco smoke contains more than three thousand harmful chemical constituents

(d) None of these

(vii) 'Sick building syndrome' is characterized by

(a) Headache (b) Dizziness

(c) Nausea (d) All of these

(viii) An air pollutant refers to

(a) Cosmetic scents

(b) Sweet smelling flowers

(c) Substances present in air that can harm humans, animals, plants etc.

(d) All of these

(ix) The dangers of air pollution can be overcome by

(a) Not smoking indoors

(b) Good ventilation

(c) Provision of separate rooms to people with viral diseases

(d) All of these

(x) What word in the passage means the opposite of 'intermittent' ?

(a) Persistent (b) Hazardous

(c) Malaise (d) Suffocation
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3. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

Too many parents these days cannot say no. As a result, they find themselves raising children

who respond greedily to the advertisements aimed right at them. Even getting what they

want doesn't satisfy some kids; they only want more. Now, a growing number of

psychologists, educators and parents think it's time to stop the madness and start teaching

kids about what are really important values like hard work, contentment, honesty and

compassion. The struggle to set limits has never been tougher and the stakes have never

been higher. One recent study of adults, who were over-indulged as children, paints a

discouraging picture of their future. When given too much too soon, they grow up to be

adult who have difficulties coping with life's disappointments. They also have a distorted

sense of entitlement that gets in the way of success in the workplace and in relationships.

Psychologists say that parents who overindulge their kids set them up to be more vulnerable

to future anxiety and depression. Today's parents, themselves raised on values of thrift and

self sacrifice, grew up in a culture where 'no' was a household word. Today's kids want much

more, partly because there is so much more to want. The oldest members of this "Generation

Excess" were born in the late 1980's, just as PCs and video games were making their assault

on the family room. They think of MP 3 players and flat-screen TVs as essential utilities

and they have developed strategies to get them. One survey of teenagers found that when

they crave something new, most expect to ask nine times before their parents give in. By

every measure parents are shelling out record amounts. In the heat of this buying blitz, even

parents who desperately need to say "no" find themselves reaching for their credit cards.

Today's parents aren't equipped to deal with the problem. Many of them, raised in the 1960's

and 70's, swore they'd act differently from their parents and have closer relationships with

their own children. Many even wear the same designer clothes as their kids and listen to the

same music. And they work more hours; at the end of a long week, it’s tempting to buy peace

with yes and not mar precious family time with conflict.

Anxiety about the future is another factor. How do well intentioned parents say 'no' to all

the sports gear and arts and language lessons they believe will help their kids thrive  in an

increasingly competitive world ? Experts agree : too much love won't spoil a child. Too few

limits will.

What parents need to find is a balance between the advantages of an affluent society and the

critical life lessons that come from waiting, saving and working hard to achieve goals. That

search for balance has to start early. Children need limits on their behavior because they
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feel better and more secured when they live within a secured structure. Older children

learn self-control by watching how others, especially their parents, act. Learning how to

overcome challenges is essential to becoming a successful adult. Few parents ask kids to

do chores. They think their kids are already overburdened by social and academic

pressures. Every individual can be of service to others and life has meaning beyond one's

own immediate happiness. That means parents eager to teach values have to take a long,

hard look at their own.

QUESTIONS

Answer the following questions from your reading of the passages by choosing the right option.

(i) The expression "reaching for their credit cards" means

(a) Readiness to buy PCs and video games

(b) Willing to satisfy their children's demand

(c) Saying no as a matter of routine

(d) None of these

(ii) Over indulgence of children may cause problems in adulthood like

(a) Having a distorted sense of entitlement

(b) Open to anxiety and depression

(c) Difficulty in handling failure

(d) All of these

(iii) Professionals in the field think a child is spoilt if there are

(a) Very few limits to his demands

(b) Too much love showered on him

(c) Saying no to all his demands

(d) None of these

(iv) Parents hesitate to ask children to carry out routine household tasks because

(a) Parents have not taught them how to do the tasks

(b) Children will refuse to do them

(c) They feel children are already overburdened by social and academic pressures.

(d) They feel children will fail in carrying them out



// 9  //

(v) Today's children want more because

(a) They are raised on values of profit

(b) Parents always say no

(c) There are many more desirable things

(d) None of these

(vi) It is necessary to set limits to children's behavior because

(a) When they grow up they cannot cope with disappointments

(b) They will have a distorted sense of entitlements

(c) They do not learn the value of hard work

(d) All of these

(vii) Parents need to maintain a balance between

(a) Benefits of an affluent society and necessity to work hard

(b) Waiting and saving

(c) Saying 'yes' and saying 'no'

(d) None of these

(viii) If parents give children too much too soon

(a) Children will be prone to anxiety when they grow up

(b) They will be always unhappy

(c) They will be dishonest

(d) All of these

(ix) To be a successful adult it is necessary to learn

(a) How to overcome challenges (b) Self Control

(c) Initial life lesson (d) None of these

(x) Which word in the passage means valuable

(a) Important (b) Advantage

(c) Precious (d) Essential
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4. Read the following passages carefully and answer the questions that follow.

First a warning : the journey is tough, steep and peppered with hairpin bends. If you are not

a hardened traveler by the time you reach Tawang, your head is likely to be spinning. Add to

it the breeze which pierces through all your protective clothing and you could well be

wondering what prompted you to make this arduous trip to such Himalayan heights.

To get acclimatized to high attitude, the recipe is simple and strict  take it easy on

the first day, least you find yourself out of breath and panting. Tuck yourself in a warm bed

and sip some thupka (Tibetan noodle soup) and begin your adventures the following day.

In fact, when you get up the next morning, you will scarcely believe what you see. The

picture postcard beauty of all the hill stations in Arunanchal Pradesh will simply take your

breath away. The scenery is pristine and the Himalayan ranges are lush with Pine, Oak and

Rhododendrwn forests. There is also a rich growth of bamboo which is the favorite food of

the red panda found in this part of the North East.

Located about 10000 feet above sea level, the Tawang monastery is the second oldest

monastery in Asia, which explains the rush of tourists to this remote settlement. The

magnificent monastery overlooks the valley and is surrounded by mountains that seem to

be touring around it like guards. The monastery's enormous yellow roof and white walls

stand out like a beacon. The place is completely isolated from the world.

One of the biggest attractions of the monastery is the three storey dukhang (assembly hall)

that has a magnificent eight-meter-high gilded image of Buddha. The ancient library, leading

onto the parkhang (main courtyard) has an excellent collection of old scriptures, images

and thank as (traditional paintings) and the monastery or gompa in local language is over

350 years old and is an important center of pilgrimage for Buddhists.

The 6th Dalai Lama was born here. Also known as the Galden Namgyal Lhatse, the monastery

is a repository of Tibetan Buddhist Culture.

Tawang does not have an airport or railway station of its own. It is connected with other

towns in Arunanchal Pradesh and Assam by road. Reaching Tawang from Kolkata is braving

a long but rewarding journey. The drive through the picturesque mountain country is

spectacular and can leave you breathless as you wind around steep hill roads and manoeuvre

sharp hairpin bends. In parts the road can be rather treacherous. This is definitely not a drive

for the faint-hearted.
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The journey to Tawang starts from Guwahati on a bus or taxi to Bomdila. Past the Dirang

valley with its old dzong (fort), the road climbs sharply to Sola pass at 13940 feet. This

barren, desolate landscape is softened by a serene lake that lies below Sola pass.

Tawang has one main street and a warren of alleys to the houses that climb up the hillside

towards the towering monastery. It also has one quaint little bazaar which sells products

ranging from talismans and prayer wheel to garish sunglasses and transistors. The snack

stalls are plenty, offering solja, the yak butter tea, thupka and hot momos, the delicious

steamed meat dumpling with chilly sauce.

QUESTIONS

Answer the following questions from your reading of the passages by choosing the right option.

(i) The means of transport to reach Tawang from Bomdila is

(a) By train (b) By air

(c) By road (d) By boats

(ii) If you travel from Guwahati to Tawang you will pass through

(a) Bomdilla (b) Kolkata

(c) Galden Namgyal Lhatse (d) Tibet

(iii) "Gompa" in the local language of Arunanchal means

(a) Assembly Hall (b) Monastery

(c) Main courtyard (d) Fort

(iv) The journey to Tawang is arduous because

(a) By the time you reach it your head will be spinning

(b) The breeze pierces through all protective clothing

(c) The steep mountain road is peppered with hairpin bands

(d) All of these

(v) To acclimatize to high altitude a visitor to Tawang should

(a) Tuck himself in a warm bed

(b) Sip Thupka

(c) Take it easy on the first day

(d) Wear protective clothing
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(vi) The trees found in the forests of Arunanchal Pradesh are

(a) Pine (b) Oak

(c) Bamboos (d) All of these

(vii) The Tawang monastery is

(a) About 10000 feet  above sea level

(b) The second oldest monastery in Asia

(c) Completely isolated from the world

(d) All of these

(viii) The snacks not available in Tawang bazaar are

(a) Solja (b) Thupka

(c) Burgers (d) None of these

(ix) Tawang does not have

(a) An airport (b) Railway Station

(c) Both 'a' and 'b' (d) None of these

(x) Which word in the passage has a meaning similar to "move skillfully" ?

(a) Arduous (b) Pristine

(c) Soften (d) Manoeuvre

5. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

The effects of plastic bags on the environment are really quite devastating. While there are

many objections to the banning of plastic bags based solely on their convenience, the damage

to the environment needs to be controlled.

There is no way to strictly limit the effect of plastic bags on the environment because there

is no disposal method that will really help eliminate the problem. While reusing them is the

first step, most people don't do that. These are bags not durable enough to survive numerous

trips to the store, so the best that citizens can do is to reuse them for other purposes.

The biggest problem with this is that once they have been soiled they end up in the trash,

which then ends up in the landfill or is burned. Either solution is very poor for the

environment. Burning emits toxic gases that harm the atmosphere and increase the level of

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) in the air, while landfills hold them indefinitely as

part of the plastic waste problem though out the globe.
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One of the greatest problems is that an estimated 300 million plastic bags end up in the

Atlantic Ocean alone. These bags are very dangerous for sea life, especially those of the

mammal variety. Any hunting mammal can easily mistake the size, shape and texture of the

plastic bag for a meal and find its airway cut off. Needless deaths from plastic bags are

increasing every year.

The environmental balance of the waterways is being thrown off by the rate of plastic bags

finding their way into the mouths and intestinal tracts of sea mammals. As one species

begins to die off at an abnormal rate, every other living organism in the waterways is impacted.

The indefinite period of time that it takes for the average plastic bag to break down can be

literally hundreds of years. Every bag that ends up in the woodlands of the country threatens

the natural progression of wildlife. Because the breakdown rate is so slow, the chances that

the bag will harmlessly go away are extremely slim. Throughout the world, plastic bags are

responsible for suffocation deaths of woodland animals as well as inhibiting sort nutrients.

The land litter that is make up of plastic bags has the potential to kill over and over again. It

has been estimated that one bag has the potential to unintentionally kill one animal per

every three months due to unintentional digestion or inhalation.

While it is a noble thought to place the plastic bags in the recycling bin every week, studies

have proven that there are very few recycling plants that actually recycle them. Most

municipalities either burn them or send them off to the land fill after sorting. This is because

it can be expensive to recycle this type of plastic. It does not melt down easily and is often

not fit to be reused in its original form.

The premise of recycling these bags is nice. Yet, funding of the upgrading of the recycling

units just has not happened and thus less than 1% of all bags are sent to recycling plants

worldwide. Most are left to become a pollution problem in one way or another.

There are always alternatives to plastic bags and the search for more alternatives

continues. Paper bags are a possible option but they also take their toll on the

environment. The use of trees to increase the production of paper products will also

have a negative environmental effect.

Reusable plastic bags are being introduced to regions that want to outlaw the plastic bags

altogether. These are stronger and more durable and can be used for three to five trips to the

store. Of course, the reusable cloth bag is fast becoming a favorite among environmental

supporters. While thus far no bag is without its issues, these are the bags that are currently

recommended for use to help protect environmental concerns.
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QUESTIONS

Answer the following questions from your reading of the passages by choosing the right option.

(i) Some people object to the banning of plastic bags because

(a) They are durable (b) They are cheap

(c) They are convenient (d) All of these

(ii) According to the writer the best possible alternative to plastic bags are

(a) Reusable plastic bags (b) Reusable cloth bags

(c) Wrapper bags (d) None of these

(iii) Recycling plastic bags is not considered practical  because

(a) It is too expensive

(b) Only 1% of bags are sent to recycling plants world wide

(c) They are strong and durable

(d) Many alternatives to plastic bags are available

(iv) A disposed plastic bag breaks down in

(a) A few days (ii) Less than one year

(iii) Many year (iv) Indefinite period time

(v) How do plastic bags endanger the life of mammals in the sea ?

(a) Nearly 300 million plastic bags end up in the Atlantic Ocean.

(b) Airway of hunting mammals are cut off when they gobbled up plastic bags.

(c) Deaths from plastic bags are increasing every year.

(d) None of these

(vi) What harm is done by burning plastic bags ?

(a) It emits toxic gases

(b) It increases the level of Volatile Organic Compounds

(c) Both 'a' and 'b'

(d) None of these
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(vii) One plastic bag can kill one animal every three months because of

(a) Suffocation (b) Unintentional digestion

(c) Unintentional inhalation (d) Both 'b' and 'c'

(viii) Plastic bags in woodland threaten natural progression of weld life because

(a) They cause suffocation death of woodland animals

(b) They inhibit soil nutrients

(c) Their break down rate is slow

(d) All of these

(ix) Plastic bags are not placed in the recycling bin every week because

(a) Very few recycling plants actually recycle them

(b) Most municipalities burn them

(c) Most of them send them to the landfill

(d) Both 'b' and 'c'

(x) The word used in the passage similar in meaning to "choking" is

(a) Suffocation (b) Inhalation

(c) Digestion (d) Survive
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(ix) (d)

(x) (d)
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1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

The constitution of India has conferred on women equal rights and opportunities - political,

social, educational and of employment - with men. Because of oppressive traditions,

superstitions, exploitation and corruption, the majority of women are not allowed to enjoy

the rights and opportunities bestowed on them, One of the major reasons for this state of

affairs is the lack of literacy and awareness among women. Education is the main instrument

through which one can narrow down the prevailing in equality and accelerate the process of

economic and political change in the status of women.

The role of women in a society is very important. Women's education is the key to a better

life in the future. A recent World Bank study says that educating girls is not a charity, it is

good economics, and if developing nations are to eradicate poverty, they must educate girls.

The report says that the economic and social returns on investment in education of girls

considerably affects the human development index of the nation. Society would progress

only if the status of women is respected and the presence of an educated woman in the

family would ensure education of the family itself. Education and empowerment of women

are closely related.

Women's education has not received due care and attention from the planners and policy

makers. The National Commission for Women has rightly pointed out that even after more

than 60 yrs of independence women continue to be treated as the single largest group of

backward citizen of India. The role of women in overall development has not been fully

understood, nor has it been given its full weight in the struggle to eliminate poverty, hunger,

injustice and inequality at the national level. Even when we are in the 21st century, our

society still discriminates against women in matters of their rights and privileges and prevents

them from participating in the process of national and social progress. Various committees

and commissions have been constituted before and after independence to evaluate the

progress in women's education and to suggest ways and means to enhance the status of

women. The female literacy rate has gone up in the 20th century from 0.6% in 1901 to

39.29% in 1991, but India still possesses the largest number of illiterate women in the

world. Female literacy index for the year 1991 shows that there are eight states of the

country, i.e. Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan which fall in the category

of most backward states as far as female literacy is concerned.

The prevailing cultural norms of gender behavior and the perceived domestic and reproductive

role of women tend to affect the education of a girl. The negative attitude towards sending

B. SHORT TYPE QUESTION WITH ANSWERS
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girls to schools, restrictions on their mobility, early marriage, poverty and illiteracy of

parents affect girls participation in education.

Women's political empowerment got a big boost with the Panchayati Raj Act of 1993, which

gave them 30% reservation in Village Panchayats, Block Samitis and Zila Parishads

throughout the country. The National Commission for Women was also set up in 1992 to

act as a lobby for women's issues.

The educational system is the only institution which can counteract the deep foundations of

inequality of sexes that are built in the minds of people through the socialization process.

Education is the most important instrument of human resource development. The educational

system should be used to revolutionise traditional attitudes and inculate new value of equality.

QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

1) What factors adversely affect girl's education?

Ans. The factors which adversely affect girl's education are, oppressive traditions, superstitions,

exploitation and corruption. The lack of awareness among women about the importance of

education also hinders the education of girls.

2) What factors adversely affect girl's participation in education?

Ans. The factors that prevent girls from participating in the educational programmes are mainly

cultural. The gender norms which confine women to reproduction and domesticity adversely

affect education of girls. The negative attitude toward sending girls to school, restrictions

on their movement, early marriage and poverty also prevent the participation of girls in

education.

3) Why are women's participation and empowerment considered necessary in society?

Ans. Women's participation and empowerment are necessary because no society can progress if

the status of women does not improve. The most threatening social , economic and political

problems of a nation cannot be properly solved without the participation and empowerment

of women.

4) How did women benefit when the Panchayati Raj Act, 1993 was implemented?

Ans. The Panchayati Raj Act of 1993 gave women 30% reservation in village panchayats, block

samitis and Zila Parishads throughout India. This gave a huge boost to the political

empowerment of women.
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2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

The latest report by 'save the children' (Forgotten casualties of war : girls in armed conflict)
is revealing. It brings to us the larger issue of child soldiering. A child soldier is any person
under the age of 18 engaged in deadly violence (non-criminal) or combat support as part of
a state armed force or non-state armed group by conseription (compulsory/obligatory
military service), voluntary enlistment or forced recruitment.

Apart from direct combat activities, children are used as spies, messengers, sentries, porters,
servants, for laying and cleaning land mines and in suicide missions. Young girls, besides
performing the above functions, act as sex slaves.

There are two major factors behind children being preferred for soldiering. Firstly, recruiting
and maintaining children is cost-effective. They eat less, wear less and are paid less. It is
estimated that expenditure on child soldiers is less than half of what is spent on their adult
counterparts. But when it comes to work, they are treated like adults- fighting on frontlines,
carrying heavy war supplies, cleaning, guarding and cooking. The fearlessness and ignorance
of children are manipulated to employ them on the most hazardous tasks such as laying or
clearing landmines and handling toxic weapons.

Secondly grooming children into soldiers is not difficult. They are highly motivated for
one reason or other, which actually pushes them to join soldiering. They can be easily
intimidated and are most obedient. Those children who continue to stay on in a particular
armed group for a long period till their adulthood become fanatic soldiers as a result of
protracted indoetrination . Such recruits are ideal for suicide missions that demand complete
indifference towards their own and other's suffering.

The United Nations Report on 'Impact of armed conflict on children' (1996) notes "one of
the most basic reasons for children joining armed groups is economic". For orphan children,
joining armed groups is attractive to guarantee themselves the basic necessities of food,
clothing and shelter. At times, poverty forces parents to offer their children for fighting in
return for money. However, the children of parents who involve themselves in armed conflict
drift into soldiering by default. If there is a strong prevalence of violence within a particular
community in a conflict area, there is a greater likelihood of children belonging to such
communities to be part of hostilities. In these circumstances, a gun in their hands is a safer
option rather than being without one.

The optional protocol to the convention on the Rights of the child in its plan known as
'Straight 18' position, prohibits governments and armed groups from using children under
the age of 18 in conflict; bans all compulsory recruitment of those under 18; raises the
minimum age and requires strict safeguards for voluntary recruitment. But the international
protection regime has to go beyond these legal provisions and look at the humanitarian
aspects of child soldiering.
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QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

1) What is a 'child soldier'?

Ans. A child soldier is a child under 18 years of age who is engaged in deadly combat. The

recruitment of these soldiers in state controlled armed force or non-state armed groups is

either voluntary or forced.

2) Apart from direct combat activities, what are the other dangerous activities in which

children are used?

Ans. Children are used as spies, sentries, porters and servants. They are also used in suicide

missions. In addition to all these activities girls are also used as sexslaves.

3) Why are children preferred for soldiering?

Ans. Children are preferred for soldiering primarily because recruitment of children is cost-

effective. Expenditure on child soldiers is less than half of that of adult soldiers. But they

can fight on frontlines like adults. They can be easily manipulated for suicide mission. If

groomed early they can develop into fanatic soldiers.

4) What are the reasons behind children joining armed groups?

Ans. The primary reason for children joining armed groups is economic. Joining armed groups

guarantees food, clothing and shelter to orphan children. Poor parents often offer their

children for fighting in exchange for money.

5) What is the position of V.S. protocol 'Straight 18'?

Ans. The U.N. protocol "straight 18" bans use of children by government or armed groups. It

prohibits compulsory recruitment of children. It also requires strict safeguards against

voluntary recruitment.
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CREATIVE WRITING SKILLS

1. You are Mr. Ranjan Pradhan of V.S.S Nagar, Bhubaneswar. You have to
print an invitation card for your daughter Sthiti's marriage.

(i) Select the option that is best for the first line of the invitation

(a) Mrs and Mr. Ranjan Pradhan (b) Mr. and Mrs Ranjan Pradhan

(c) Mr. Ranjan Pradhan and Family (d) None of these

(ii) The best option for inviting

(a) Solicit your benign presence (b) Invite you

(c) Call your attention (d) Bring to your notice

(iii) The names of the bride and bridegroom are written

(a) Sthiti weds Pravas (b) Sthiti with Pravas

(c) Sthiti and Pravas (d) Both 'a' and 'b'

(iv) The order of the programme is

(a) Reception of barat, wedding ceremony, dinner

(b) Dinner, reception of barat, wedding ceremony

(c) Wedding ceremony, dinner reception of barat

(d) None of these

(v) Venue and time are best put in this manner

(a) At Hotel Crown, Bhubaneswar on 11 December 2021

(b) On 11 December 2021 at Hotel Crown, Bhubaneswar

(c) December 11, 2021 Hotel Crown, Bhubaneswar

(d) All of these

2. As Principal, B.J.B Junior College, you have to invite Mr. P.K.Singh, District
Magistrate to be te Chief Guest at the Annual Function of your college.
Tick the correct option for your letter.

(i) (a) The address of the college, date, address of the dignitary invited

(b) The address of the dignitary, date, address of the college

(c) Date & place, address of college, address of the dignitary

(d) None of these

A. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS
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(ii) The subject invitation for the Annual Function comes

(a) Before the address "Respected Sir"

(b) After the address "Respected Sir"

(c) Both 'a' and 'b'

(d) None of these

(iii) The last line of the letter is

(a) We shall consider it a great honour if you grace the occasion as Chief Guest

(b) Soliciting a line in reply

(c) Both 'a' and 'b'

(d) None of these

(iv) The salutary ending should be

(a) Yours sincerely (b) Yours faithfully

(c) Yours truly (d) Yours

(v) The preferred punctuation is

(a) No comma or full stop

(b) Comma after each line and full stop at the end

(c) No commas only full stop at the end

(d) None of these

3. Write a reply to the invitation in Q.2 accepting it

(i) The letter should have

(a) Address at the top followed by date (b) Date followed by the address

(c) Only address no date (d) Address and date on the same line

(ii) Address and date are followed by

(a) Respected Principal (b) Dear Sir

(c) Dear Principal (d) All of these

(iii) The body of the letter best appreciated is

(a) I thank you for the invitation (b) It is an honor to be invited

(c) I consider myself lucky to be invited (d) Thanks

(iv) The ending most appropriate is

(a) Wishing you the best (b) Thank you
P. K. Singh P. K. Singh

(c) Regards (d) Wishing you good luck

P. K. Singh P. K. Singh
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4. Write an application in response to the advertisement below

(a) Wanted A qualified TGT (English)

(b) Candidate should be an M. A. (English)

(c) With teaching experience in a public school

(d) Salary as per rules

(e) Send your application to the Principal, D.A.V School, Koraput

(i) The application should have

(a) A cover letter followed by a resume

(b) A resume followed by a cover letter

(c) A cover letter only

(d) A resume only

(ii) The list of qualification has

(a) The highest qualification first, the lowest last

(b) The lowest first and the highest last

(c) Only the highest qualification

(d) Only the lowest qualification

(iii) (a) The resume contains the signature at the close

(b) The resume does not contain a signature at its close

(c) It ends with reference

(d) Both 'b' and 'c'

5. You are Pavan Verma. You are the Secretary of the College Union. Write the
Annual Report to be presented in the Annual Function of the College Union.

(i) The report starts with

(a) Respected President, Respected Chief Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen

(b) Ladies and Gentlemen

(c) Good evening

(d) My dear student friends
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(ii) The next part of the report is

(a) I.  Pawan Verma, the Secretary of the College Union, am presenting this Annual

Report for your appreciation

(b) Here is the Annual Report

(c) Let me read out the Annual Report

(d) This is the Annual Report from Pawan Verma

(iii) The main part of the report comes like this

(a) The College Union came into being after the college election in September 2021

with the following office bearers.

(b) The office bearers of the College Union are as follows

(c) The Collage Union is a statutory body

(d) None of these

(iv) The report ends with

(a) Yours faithfully / Pawan Verma / Secretary

(b) Pawan Verma / Secretary

(c) Secretary / Pawan Verma

(d) None of these

ANSWER KEYS

1. (i) (a)

(ii) (a)

(iii) (d)

(iv) (b)

(v) (a)

2. (i) (a)

(ii) (c)

(iii) (b)

(iv) (b)

(v) (a)

3. (i) (a)

(ii) (c)

(iii) (a)

(iv) (a)

4. (i) (a)

(ii) (a)

(iii) (a)

(iv) (d)

5. (i) (a)

(ii) (a)

(iii) (a)

(iv) (b)
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B. SHORT TYPE QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

1) As the principle of Stewart school, Bhubaneswar, design an invitation card to invite

parents, guests etc, to the 20th Founder's Day celebrate at 4pm on Saturday, 4

Dec.2021 in the school auditorium.

Ans. The Principal, Staff and Students of

Stewart School, Bhubaneswar

Take immense pleasure in inviting you to the 20th Founder's Day Celebration on Saturday

4 December 2021 at 4 pm in the school auditorium. Honourable Chief Minister of Odisha,

Sj.  Naveen Pattanaik has kindly consented to be the Chief Guest.

RSVP : Administrative Officer  - 9861933660

(Guests are requested to be seated by 3 pm)

2) Write an invitation to the Superintendent of police, Khurda to preside over the

Annual sports day of your school.

Ans. Mr. P. K. Mohapatra, D.A.V. Public School,

Superintendent of Police, Chandrasekharpur,  Bhubaneswar.

Khurda 1 December 2021

Subject: Invitation to preside over the annual sports Day

Respected Sir,

It is a matter of great pride that our school is celebrating its 15th Annual sports day on 10

December 2021 from 10 A.M. at the school play ground. We shall consider it a huge

favour if you consent to grace the occasion as the Chief Guest and give away the prizes.

Soliciting a line in reply from you.

Yours faithfully

Principal

D.A.V. Public School
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3) Write an application for the post of Asst. Manager in Sun Tech limited, Ropar. Include

your bio-data. You are Sumit Nahwal.

Ans. The Personnel Manager 101 College Road, Ropar - 100201

Sun Tech Limited 3 December 2021

5, Main Road, Ropar - 100203

Subject - Application for the post of Asst.Manager

Respected sir,

In response to your advertisement in 'The Times Of India' I wish to be considered for

the post of Assistant Manager. I think my qualifications and experience are suitable for

the post.

I am enclosing my bio-data, a testimonial and attested copies of my certificates. I hope to

receive a positive response from your company.

Yours faithfully

Sumit Nahwal

Enclosed : Biodata, testimonial, attested copies of certificates.

BIODATA

Name:

Father's name:

Address

Contact Telephone no.

E-mail

Date of Birth

Health status

Marital Status

Educational Qualification

(Higher Degree First, Matriculation Last)

Work Experience

Language Known

Strength

References

Testimonial form



// 26  //

TERM-II

LITERATURE SECTION

INDIGO
A. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. Who is the Author of Indigo ?

(a) Lewis Fischer

(b) C. F. Andrews

(c) Toymber

(d) Leo Tolstoy

2. Which University was the author a
member of the faculty of ?

(a) Harvard (b) Oxford

(c) Princeton (d) Columbus

3. Which book is Indigo an except from?

(a) Men and politics

(b) War and Peace

(c) The Life of Mahatma Gandhi

(d) Gandhi and Indian Independence

4. What was the name of the peasant
from Champaran ?

(a) J. B. Shukla

(b) Rajkumar Shukla

(c) Ramkumar Shukla

(d) Roopkumar Shukla

5. When did Gandhi go to Lucknow ?

(a) Dec 1919

(b) Oct 1916

(c) Feb 1917

(d) Dec 1916

6. What were the places visited by
Gandhi between his first meeting with
Shukla and his arrival at Champaran ?

(a) Singapore, Ahmadabad, Kolkata,
Patna, Muzzafarpur

(b) Kolkata, Patna, Gaya, Muzaffarnagar

(c) Cawapur, Ahmadabad, Gaya,
Kolkata, Patna, Muzzafarpur

(d) Cawapur, Ahmadabad, Patna and
Muzaffarnagar

7. Who received Gandhi at Muzaffarpur ?

(a) Shukla

(b) J. B. Kripallni

(c) Rajendra Prasad

(d) Nehru

8 Shukla led Gandhi to the house of a
lawyer who later became the President
of Congress and of India. He was

(a) J. B. Kripalini

(b) Rajendra Prasad

(c) Zakir Hussain

(d) Mahadev Desai

9. Where did Gandhiji stay for two days ?

(a) At a Peasant's house

(b) At a lawyer's house

(c) In a Guest house

(d) At Prof. Malkani's house
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10. Where is Champaran district

situated ?

(a) In the south west of Odisha

(b) In the foothills of the Himalayas

in Bihar

(c) In the north-east of Odisha

(d) In the south of Bihar

11. Why was Gandhi not permitted to

draw water from Rajendra Prasad's

well ?

(a) The servant thought Gandhi was

another peasant

(b) As Rajendra Prasad was not at

home

(c) Gandhi looks like a vagabond

(d) Gandhi was a Harijan

12. After Tirhut where did Gandhi go ?

(a) Lucknow (b) Motihari

(c) Cawnpore (d) Ahmadabad

13. Health condition in Champaran was

(a) Miserable

(b) Tolerable

(c) Under control

(d) Fairly good

14. Who volunteered to work in

Champaran ?

(a) Two disciples of Gandhi and

their wives

(b) Kasturaba and the eldest son

of Gandhi

(c) Mahadev Desai and his wife

(d) Narahari Prasad and his wife

15. The representative of the planters
offered to refund - percent to the
peasants.

(a) 5 (b) 10

(c) 20 (d) 25

16. For how long did Gandhi remain in
Champaran ?

(a) Seven weeks

(b) Three months

(c) One and a half year

(d) Seven months

17. What amount of repayment did the
bis planters think Gandhi would
demand ?

(a) Repayment in full

(b) Double this amount

(c) 50% of the amount

(d) No payment, just apology

18. Gandhi was surrounded by - Lt.
Governor

(a) Sir Edward Gait

(b) Sir Henry Gait

(c) Sir Richard Andrews

(d) Sir Freer Andrews

19. Who were ready to follow Gandhi
into Jail ?

(a) Peasants (b) Lawyers

(c) Shukla (d) J. B. Kripalini

20. The Magistrate asked Gandhi to
furnish bail for  minutes.

(a) 30 (b) 60

(c) 90 (d) 120
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21. How did Gandhi behave with the

officials outside the court ?

(a) Demonstrated his power

(b) Was firm and resolute

(b) He said that he would disobey

the order

(d) Cooperated with them

22. Why did Gandhi start out on the back

of an elephant ?

(a) A peasant had been maltreated in a

village nearby

(b) Set out to meet the representative

of the pleasant

(c) Set out to meet the British official

Commissioner

(d) He was summoned by Edward Gait

23. What happened when Gandhi visited

the Secretary of British Landlords'

Association ?

(a) The Secretary Proceeded to

bully him

(b) The Secretary advised him to leave

to leave Tirhut forthwith

(c) Secretary said that they could not

give information to an outsider

(d) The Secretary Was very helpful

24. What did the British landlords

demand from the peasant after

synthetic indigo was developed ?

(a) Indigo as rent

(b) 15% of produce

(c) Money as compensation

(d) A new settlement

25. What was the attitude of the average

Indian in smaller localities towards

advocates of the home rule ?

(a) Very welcoming

(b) Very courageous

(c) Pleasing

(d) Very fearful and insufficient

26. Why did Gandhi consider the

Champaran episode a turning point ?

(a) Its  voice spread far and wide

(b) The British were scared

(c) To protest the court's order to

postpone the trial

(d) He became a paramours leader

27. What was the statement that Gandhiji

read pleading himself guilty ?

(a) That he was a law breaker

(b) That he wanted to command

respect

(c) He was not a law breaker and come

to render humanitarian and

national service

(d) None

28. Who was Sir Edmurd ?

(a) A British lawyer

(b) A British businessman

(c) A British politician

(d) An administratior in Indian

Civil Services
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29. Why did the Britist want the peasant
to pay compensation ?

(a) Because they freed them

(b) Because they get orders from
England

(c) Because they were leaving India

(d) They gave 15% of land holding and
entire indigo Harrest

30. Why was Champaran famous ?

(a) For fighting

(b) For indigo

(c) Because Gandhi visited

(d) For the first satyagraha movement
in 1917

31. How did Gandhi help peasants of
Champaran ?

(a) By fighting and securing justice
for them

(b) By hiring lawyers for them

(c) By educating them

(d) By teaching them cleanliness

32. Why was Motihari black with
peasants ?

(a) Because of people's rights

(b) Because of oppression of the
British

(c) Because their champion was in
trouble

(d) None

33. Why did Gandhi fight in Champaran ?

(a) To see justice for the oppressed

(b) To get popularity

(c) To show power

(d) To boast of his intelligence

34. Why was the Govt. baffled ?

(a) Because of lawyer's powers

(b) Because of lawyer's farmers

(c) Because of lawyer's share croppers

(d) Because of lawyer's success

satyagraha movements by peasants

35. Whom did Gandhi send a telegram ?

(a) Sir Edmund

(b) British Govt.

(c) Peasant

(d) Prof. J. B. Kripalini

36. What was the purpose of the

advocates of home rule

(a) To get money

(b) To be popular

(c) To instigate the people

(d) To encourage people to participate

in the freedom movement

37. How did Kasturaba help Gandhi ?

(a) By speaking to the people

(b) By walking with him

(c) By moving 

(d) By teaching ashram rules and

cleanliness

38. Why did Gandhi protest at Motihari

court house ?

(a) To be famous

(b) To show his power

(c) To humiliate  the British

(d) To protest the court's order to

postpone the trial
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1. (a) Lewis Fischer

2. (c) Princeton

3. (c) The Life of Mahatma Gandhi

4. (b) Rajkumar Shukla

5. (d) Dec 1916

6. (a) Singapore, Ahmadabad, Kolkata,
Patna, Muzzafarpur

7. (b) J. B. Kripallni

8. (b) Rajendra Prasad

9. (d) At Prof. Malkani’s house

10. (b) In the foothills of the Himalayas
in Bihar

11. (a) The servant thought Gandhi was
another peasant

12. (b) Motihari

13. (a) Miserable

14. (a) Two disciples of Gandhi and their
wives

15. (d) 25

16. (d) Seven months

17. (a) Repayment in full

18. (a) Sir Edward Gait

19. (b) Lawyers

20. (d) 120

21. (d) Cooperated with them

22. (a) A peasant had been maltreated in a
village nearby

23. (c) Secy. said that they could not give
information to an outsider

24. (c) Money as compensation

25. (d) Very fearful and insufficient

26. (a) Its  voice spread far and wide

27. (c) He was not a law breaker and come
to render humanitarian and
national service

28. (d) An administratior in Indian Civil
Services

29. (d) They gave 15% of land holding and
entire indigo Harrest

30. (d) For the first satyagraha movement
in 1917

31. (a) By fighting and securing justice
for them

32. (c) Because their champion was in
trouble

33. (a) To see justice for the oppressed

34. (d) Because of lawyer’s success
satyagraha moments by peasants

35. (d) Prof. J. B. Kripalini

36. (d) To encourage people to participate
in the freedom movement

37. (d) By teaching ashram rules and
cleanliness

38. (d) To protest the court’s order to
postpone the trial

ANSWER KEYS
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B. SHORT TYPE QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

Q1) Why is Rajkumar Shukla described as being resolute?

Ans. Rajkumar Shukla was determined to take Gandhiji to Champaran to solve the problems of
the sharecroppers there. He resolutely went everywhere with Gandhiji till his tenacity
impressed Gandhiji and he agreed to come to Champaran.

Q2) Why did the servants at Rajendra Prasad's house took Gandhi to be another peasant.

Ans. Gandhiji came to Rajendraprasad's house with Rajkumar Shukla who was a peasant. Gandhi
was also dressed simply. So the servants treated him like an untouchable peasant and did not
allow him to drink water from the well.

Q3) What were the terms of indigo contract between the British landlords and the Indian
peasants.

Ans. According to the terms of the indigo contract the peasants were share cropper tenants who
had to plant 15% of the land holdings with indigo and surrender the entire indigo harvest as
rent to the British landlords.

Q4) Why did Gandhi consider the Champaran episode to be a turning point in his life.

Ans. Gandhiji considered the Champaran episode a turning point in his life because it was the
first effective civil disobedience movement for him. It began as an ordinary effort to free
poor peasants from the exploitative indigo contract, but it was important because it removed
the fear of the British from the hearts and minds of simple farmers.

Q5) Why did Gandhi agree to a settlement of 25% refund to the farmers?

Ans. The landlords agreed to pay a refund of only 25% because they thought the farmers would
not agree to it and the dispute would be prolonged as a result. But to everybody's surprise,
Gandhi accepted the offer because he considered the amount of refund to be less important
than the fact that the landlords had been obliged to surrender part of their money and with it
their prestige.

Q6) How was Gandhi able to influence the lawyers?

Ans. Gandhiji rebuked the lawyers first because they charged fat fees from poor emaciated farmers
for representing them in the court. But his willingness to court arrest for the sake of the
farmers who were total strangers to him, inspired the lawyers to follow him to jail.

Q7) How did the episode change the plight of the peasants?

Ans. The Champaran episode removed the fear of the Britishers from the hearts of the farmers.
They knew of their rights and had the courage to fight for it. The British planters gave up
their estates which were returned to the peasants. Indigo share cropping disappeared in due
course from the Champaran district.
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THE RATTRAP
A. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. Who is the author of the Rattrap ?

(a) Selma largerlof

(b) Thomas B. Allen

(c) Howard Phillips

(d) Sudha Marthy

2. Which country does the author
belongs to ?

(a) Singapore (b) Sydney

(c) Sweden (d) Switzerland

3. Where has the story been set up ?

(a) Jewelry shops

(b) Forests of Sweden

(c) Roads of Sweden

(d) Mines of Sweden

4. Sweden Mines are rich in which ores ?

(a) Brass (b) Copper

(c) Steel (d) Iron ore

5. In what manner has the story been
narrated ?

(a) Non fictitious style

(b) Realistic manner

(c) Factitious fairy tale manner

(d) None

6. What is the message of the story ?

(a) Love and kindness are powerful
reformers

(b) Kindness is powerless

(c) Kindness encourages thieves

(d) Thieves need reprimand

7. The story revolves around whom ?

(a) Around crofter and his daughter

(b) Around crofter

(c) Ground iron master

(d) Ground peddler - the Rattrup seller

8. What does the peddler have to do to

make his both ends meet ?

(a) Peddling

(b) Selling

(c) Begging

(d) Theft and begging

9. Why does the peddler knit up various

kinds of thoughts ?

(a) Because of greed

(b) Because of travelling

(c) Because of loneliness and poverty

(d) None

10. In peddler's view, what does the

world look like ?

(a) Arat (b) A jungle

(c) A jigsaw (d) A rattrap

11. According to Peddler what leads us

to various miseries ?

(a) Attractions

(b) People

(c) Friends

(d) Wishes and greeds for comfort
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12. Why did the Peddler have to take
shelter ?

(a) Because of his wishes

(b) Because he wants to steal

(c) Because he wants to be with his
friends

(d) Because he had no home

13. Who offered shelter to the Peddler?

(a) A beggar

(b) A friend

(c) A milkman

(d) An old crofter

14. Why was the crofter so talkative and
friendly with the Peddler ?

(a) Because he knew him

(b) He was his friend

(c) He was his neighbor

(d) None of these

15. Why did the crofter show 30 kroner
to the Peddler ?

(a) To boast

(b) To flaunt

(c) Because he considers him a friend

(d) To share his feelings of pride

16. How did the crofter treat the  Peddler ?

(a) Very rudely

(b) In a strange manner

(c) Friendly manner

(d) None

17. Why did the Peddler feel like stealing ?

(a) Greed

(b) Poverty

(c) Miserable life

(d) Others' indifference to his needs

18. How did the Crofter tempt the

Peddler to steal his money ?

(a) by his kindness

(b) by his warm care

(c) by showing him money

(d) none

19. The name of the iron master's

daughter was

(a) Emily Dickinson

(b) Elda Willmanson

(c) Sophia Loren

(d) Mary Evans

20. The iron master lived in the mannor

with his

(a) Sons

(b) Wife

(c) Oldest daughter

(d) Old mother

21. The iron master mistook the rattrap

Peddler for

(a) an old regimental comrade

(b) an old servant

(c) an old employee

(d) an old cousin of his wife
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22. The Peddler entered the gate of the
iron mill with the intention of

(a) asking for food

(b) meeting the master smith

(c) shelter from rain and cold

(d) chatting with his friends

23. How was the Peddler received at the
iron mill ?

(a) with warm welcome

(b) with great zeal

(c) causally and indifferently

(d) with great gratitude

24. When does the iron matter realize his
mistake ?

(a) when the people speaks

(b) when he sees an old photograph

(c) when the peddler changes clothes
and cleans  his face

(d) All of these

25. Why did Elda bring the Peddler to
her house for Christmas cheer ?

(a) because she knew him

(b) he was very funny

(c) he was good looking

(d) because of his resemblance to her
father's old friend

26. Why did Elda plead her father not to
send the vagabond away ?

(a) because of her father

(b) because he resembled her father's
friend

(c) because she liked him

(d) because of sympathy and his poor
life condition

27. Why did the Peddler decline  the

invitations of the iron master ?

(a) because he had stolen money

(b) he wanted to run

(c) he wanted to hide money

(d) he wanted to stay at the mill

28. What did the package left for Elda

contain ?

(a) a small rattrap with 30 kroner and

a letter

(b) a small photograph of his soldier

days

(c) a necklace

(d) a diamond ring

29. The Peddler spent most of his

Christmas Eve

(a) laughing (b) singing

(c) playing (d) sleeping

30. The rattrap Peddler gave the iron

master a lecture on

(a) how the world is a rattrap

(b) how to be honest

(c) how to be professional

(d) how to be active and smart

31. The stranger's reaction to the iron

master was

(a) he made no attempt to hide his

feelings

(b) he was angry

(c) he denied it completely

(d) he started screaming
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32. What did the iron master feel when
he saw the rattrap seller after he was
well groomed by his valet ?

(a) not pleased (b) very happy

(c) suspicious (d) angry

33. Elda had brought with her the
following article to make him warm.

(a) a blanket

(b) a woolen shawl

(c) a sweater

(d) a fur coat

34. The purpose of Elda's visit to the iron
master was to

(a) persuade the rattrap seller to spend
Christmas Eve at their house

(b) propose to him

(c) counsel him

(d) advise him to give up steeling

35. The first move of the iron master was
to make sure that the guest could

(a) gain some flesh on his bones

(b) have verification done

(c) be given some money

(d) be given some clothes

36. What did the iron master's daughter
say when the Peddler was about to
leave ?

(a) she asked him to stay for that
day only

(b) she said she wanted to go with him

(c) she told him not to mind what her
father

(d) she asked him to leave after 2 days

37. What made the Peddler finally
change his heart ?

(a) Elda's words

(b) Elda's appearance

(c) Elda's father

(d) Elda's goodness and care

38. Why did Peddler sign himself as capt
von statile ?

(a) he didn't want to hurt them

(b) because he forgets his name

(c) because he wants to meet
Elda's expectations of him being
an army man

(d) none of these
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1. (a) Selma largerlof

2. (c) Sweden

3. (d) Mines of Sweden

4. (d) Iron ore

5. (c) Factitious fairy tale manner

6. (a) Love and kindness are powerful
reformers

7. (d) Ground peddler–the Rattrup seller

8. (d) Theft and begging

9. (c) Because of loneliness and poverty

10. (d) A rattrap

11. (d) Wishes and greeds for comfort

12. (d) Because he had no home

13. (d) An old crofter

14. (d) None of these

15. (d) To share his feelings of pride

16. (c) Friendly manner

17. (d) Others’ indifference to his needs

18. (c) by showing him money

19. (b) Elda Willmanson

20. (c) Oldest daughter

21. (a) an old regimental comrade

22. (c) shelter from rain and cold

23. (c) Casually and indifferently

24. (c) when the peddler changes clothes
and cleans  his face

25. (d) because of his resemblance to her
father’s old friend

26. (d) because of sympathy and his poor
life condition

27. (a) because he had stolen money

28. (a) a small rattrap with 30 kroner and
a letter

29. (d) sleeping

30. (a) how the world is a rattrap

31. (a) he made no attempt to hide his
feelings

32. (a) not pleased

33. (d) a fur coat

34. (a) persuade the rattrap seller to spend
Christmas Eve at their house

35. (a) gain some flesh on his bones

36. (a) she asked him to stay for that day
only

37. (d) Elda’s goodness and care

38. (c) because  he wants to meet Elda’s
expectations of him being
army man

ANSWER KEYS
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B. SHORT TYPE QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

Q1) Why did the Peddler compare the world to a rattrap?

Ans. The Peddler was a tramp who peddled rattraps. One day, while thinking about his rattraps, he

was stuck by the idea that the world was a rattrap. The riches, the food end shelter are all

baits that tempt people just as meat and cheese in a rattrap temptrats. As soon as one touches

the bait, the rattrap close and everything comes to an end.

Q2) Why was the crofter so talkative and friendly with the Peddler? Why did he show the

thirty kroners to the peddler?

Ans. The crofter was an old man who was all alone in his cottage. He was happy to get someone

to talk to. So he welcomed the peddler, gave him food and even played a game of cards with

him. He was proud that he earned thirty kroner from selling cow's milk to the creamery.He

showed the money to the peddler so that he would not distrust him.

Q3) Why did the ironmaster speak kindly to the peddler and invite him home?

Ans. In the dim light the iron master mistook the peddler for his old comrade, Nils Olof who had

perhaps gone down in life. He was delighted to see him and invitated him home for Christmas.

Q4) Why did the Peddler decline the invitation of the ironmasters?

Ans. The ironmaster had mistaken the peddler for an old comrate Nils Olof and invited him

home. The peddler declined the iron master's invitation for fear that he would be handed

over to the police if his true identity as the man who had stolen the crofter's money was

discovered.

Q5) Why did Edla still entertain the Peddler even after she knew the truth about him.

Ans. Edla thought that the peddler was a poor, homeless tramp. When his true identity was revealed,

she felt very bad for him and his miserable condition and pleaded on his behalf.

Q6) Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler?

Ans. Edla was shocked to learn that their guest was actually a thief. She had fought with her father

to let the peddler stay. She felt responsible for offering shelter to a thief. But she was very

happy when she found the stolen thirty kroner in a rattrap. She was overjoyed to think that

her kindness had changed the peddler and brought out his latent goodness.
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Q7) What made the Peddler finally change his ways?

Ans. The peddler believed in giving back to the world what he received from it. The trust that Edla

showed in him made him change his ways and he decided to live an honest and dignified life.

Q8) How does the metaphor of the rat-trap serve to highlight the human predicament.

Ans. The Peddler was suddenly struck with the idea of the world as a rattrap. Just as cheese and

meat are baits to trap rats in a rattrap, the joys and pleasures of the world are baits to enshave

people. It is true that our desires and needs are temptation for us to accumulate more and

more. If we do not get them we are plunged in despair and gloom. So the metaphor of the

rattrap highlights the human predicament.

Q9) How does the peddler interpret the acts of kindness shown by the crofter, the

ironmaster and his daughter.

Ans. The Peddler accepts the crofter's hospitality and generosity but robs him of his hard earned

money. When the ironmaster mistakes him to be an old regimental comrade he does not

disclose his identity because he needed food and shelter for the night. He declines the

ironmaster's invitation to stay till Christmas because he feared his true identity as a thief

would be discovered and he might land up in the jail. Edla's warmth and hospitality transforms

him in the end. It stirs the innate goodness of his heart. He confesses his guilt in a letter and

redeemed himself.
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A THING OF BEAUTY IS A JOY FOR EVER

A. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. A thing of beauty is a joy for ever

because

(a) It can always provide sleep with

sweet dreams

(b) It can keep us healthy

(c) It can Fill our life with peace and quiet

(d) All of these

2. Our searching for worldly pleasure

have caused

(a) despondence

(b) paucity of noble nature

(c) excessively  evil designs

(d) all of these

3. The pall on our darker sprits mean

(a) sprite prowling in darkness

(b) the wickedness all around

(c) the deceits to cover our crime

(d) a state of hopelessness that covers

our being as a piece of cloth covering

a corpse

4. The beauty of a thing of beauty

(a) fades after some time

(b) becomes more and more attractive

(c) is only a sweet dream

(d) none of these

5. We weave garlands of flowers because

(a) flowers are so beautiful

(b) we love flowers

(c) garlands are given to people we honor

(d) they keep us attached to the earth

6. The grandeur of the doom refers to

(a) the elaborate preparation of the

doom's day described in the Bible

(b) the magnificence of scenes of

destruction

(c) a state of hopelessness which is great

(d) the fact that doom can never be grand

7. The mighty dead refers to the fact that

(a) the dead are very powerful

(b) the dead do not have to fear

punishment from worldly powers

(c) the powerful people who have died

(d) the dead are mighty in numbers and

beyond the clutch of worldly evils

8. Keats' things of beauty lie in

(a) the natural world of flowers and rills

(b) the imaginative worlds of lovely tales

(c) the sun, the moon and trees, young

and old

(d) all of these
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B. SHORT TYPE QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

Q1) What does Keats consider to be "an endless fountain of immortal drink"?

Ans. Keats considers objects of nature like the sun, the moon, trees and the streams an immortal

source of joy. The green surroundings and trees in forests provide respite from pain. Along

with these natural objects , the myths we have created about death and the beautiful stories

we have read and heard are also a source of permanent joy. They are an immortal drink

"derived from a fountain" that is endless.

Q2) Explain "A thing of beauty is a joy for ever".

Ans. This line from Keats's Endymiom explains the effect of beauty on the human soul. Beauty

lies in the various objects of nature and the wonderful myths and tales woven around them.

Such a thing of beauty relieves us from worldly worries. It gives us mental peace. The joy it

offers will never diminish with the passage of time.

ANSWER KEYS

1. (d) All of these

2. (d) all of these

3. (d) a state of hopelessness that covers

our being as a piece of cloth

covering a corpse

4. (b) becomes more and more attractive

5. (d) they keep us attached to the earth

6. (a) the elaborate preparation of the

doom's day described in the Bible

7. (d) the dead are mighty in numbers and

beyond the clutch of worldly evils

8. (d) all of these
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AUNT JENNIFER'S TIGERS

A. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. Aunt Jennifer's Tigers are

(a) real tigers

(b) descriptions of tigers

(c) domesticated tigers

(d) woolen figures woven on a screen

2. The tigers pace in sleek, chivalric

certainty because

(a) they have no doubts about their

strength

(b) they are brave, grand and respectful

of women

(c) they have smooth, bright skin

(d) all of these

3. "Bright Topaz denizens of a world of

green'' signifies

(a) the tigers are bright yellow in

colour

(b) the tigers belong to a natural world

(c) the tigers are artificial creations

not to be seen anywhere except the

green screens on which Aunt

Jennifer  had woven them

(d) none of these

4. Aunt Jennifer wove tigers on the

screen because

(a) she loved tigers

(b) she loved bright yellow colours

(c) she loved the sleekness of the skin

of the tigers

(d) they do not fear the men

5. Aunt Jennifer's fingers could not even

pull the ivory needle because

(a) they are smooth and slippery

(b) they are too heavy

(c) they are too long

(d) the fingers have become very weak

6. "The massive weight of Uncle's

wedding band" signifies

(a) wedding rings are heavy

(b) the rings are too big

(c) an unhappy married life that made

her life a sad and heavy affair

(d) all of these

7. We know that Aunt Jennifer suffered

all through her married life because

(a) Uncle's wedding band hung heavily

on her hand

(b) her hands are terrified

(c) her hands are ringed with ordeals

(d) all of these
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B. SHORT TYPE QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

1) What is suggested by the image, "massive weight of uncle's wedding band"?

Ans. The "wedding band" refers to the marriage of Aunt Jennifer. The massive weight stands for

the huge marital responsibilities that weigh down a married woman in a patriarchal society

dominated by men.

2) Why do you think Aunt Jennifer create animals that are so different from her own

character?

Ans. Aunt Jennifer is creating tigers that do not fear men and are chivalrous in the sense that they

are highly respectful of women. These tigers represent aunt's desires to be free from

oppression.

3) What are the "Ordeals" Aunt Jennifer is surrounded by? Why is its significant that

the poet used the word 'ringed'?

Ans. "Ondeals" refer to the hard trials of the married life of a woman in a patriarchal society. The

word "ringed" suggests the fact that Aunt Jennifer was penned in by the expectations from

the society and her husband. It also suggests she was "chained" or "bonded" by marriage.

4) Why do you think Aunt Jennifer's hands are ‘fluttering through her wool’ in the

second stanza? Why is she finding the needle so hard to pull?

Ans. Aunt Jennifer's hands are fluttering and she finds the needle hard to pull because she is weak

and afraid. She is traumatized by the ondeals of her marital life in a male dominated society.

5) What does the title of the poem suggest to you? Are you reminded of other poem's

tigers.

Ans. The title of the poem suggests that the tigers are created by Aunt Jennifer. They were knitted

on the screens. They were thus creatures of an alternate world created by Aunt Jennifer to

free herself from the burdens of married life.

ANSWER KEYS

1. (d) woolen figures woven on a screen

2. (b) they are brave, grand and respectful
of women

3. (c) the tigers are artificial creation not
to be seen anywhere except the
green screens on which Aunt
Jennifer  had woven them

4. (d) they do not fear the men

5. (d) the fingers have become very weak

6. (c) an unhappy married life that made

her life a sad and heavy affair

7. (d) all of these
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SHOULD WIZARD HIT MOMMY?
A. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. Who is the author of the lesson?

(a) John Updike

(b) John Donne

(c) William Blake

(d) John Williams

2. What is this story about?

(a) Worldview of a little girl and her
curious questions to her father

(b) Worldview of children

(c) World of wizards

(d) All

3. How did the wizard help Roger
Skunk?

(a) by using magic wand

(b) by chanting

(c) by helping him get rid of foul smell

(d) All

4. What did the Wizard ask Roger?

(a) What did he want to have

(b) What did he want to eat

(c) What did he want to smell like?

(d) None

5. How did Jo want the story of Roger
Skunk to end?

(a) wanted to punish Roger’s mother

(b) wanted to hit her

(c) wanted to kill her

(d) wanted to beat her

6. Who hit whom in the original story?

(a) Roger hit his mom

(b) Roger hit the wizard

(c) Wizard hit Roger’s mom

(d) Roger’s mom hit the wizard

7. Why does Jo call Roger’s mom stupid?

(a) because she doesn’t listen

(b) because she is stupid

(c) because her action made Roger
smell bad again

(d) none

8. Why did Jo think that Roger Skunk
was better with new smell off?

(a) because she was able to bear him now

(b) she was able to be with him now

(c) because of pleasant smell now people
were able to be friends with him

(d) All

9. What did Roger want to smell like?

(a) Marigold Sunflower

(c) Jasmine (d) Rose

10. What kind of end Jo did want for
Roger’s story?

(a) pathetic (b) sad

(c) happy note (d) all

11. How could Roger find so many new
friends to play happily?
(a) because of new dishes
(b) because of new clothes
(c) because of new appearance
(d) because of new rosy smell
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12. Why was Roger’s Mom angry with him?

(a) because of new rosy smell

(b) because of new dress

(c) because of new appearance

(d) none

13. Why does Roger’s mother not want

him to smell like a rose?

(a) because she didn’t like it

(b) because she is allergic to it

(c) because he is a skunk and he should

smell bad

(d) none

14. What did Roger’s mother decide

finally?

(a) to take him back to the awful

wizard and get his bad smell back

(b) to take him with her

(c) to get him new smell

(d) none

15. How does Jo want the wizard to

behave with Roger’s mother?

(a) nicely

(b) politely

(c) rudely

(d) She wants the wizard to hit her

16. Why does Jo want the Wizard to hit

Roger’s mother?

(a) because she speaks rudely

(b) because she behaves rudely

(c) because she doesn’t let her son

have new smell

(d) none

17. What idea does Jo not approve?

(a) Roger’s mother have rosy smell

(b) Wizard hit Roger’s mother

(c) Roger’s mother hit the wizard

(d) None

18. Why did Roger Skunk visit the owl?

(a) to be his friend

(b) to talk to him

(c) to learn the art of flying

(d) to seek his advice to solve his problem

19. What advice did the wise owl give to
Roger Skunk?

(a) to visit his friends

(b) to think deeply

(c) to consult his mother

(d) to consult the wizard

20. What did the wizard demand to make
Roger smell like a rose?

(a) 10 pennies

(b) 4 pennies

(c) 5 pennies

(d) 7 pennies

21. How many pennies did Roger have
to pay?

(a) 7 pennies (b) 6 pennies

(c) 8 pennies (d) 4 pennies

22. Where did the wizard suggest Roger
to get rest three pennies?

(a) from a tree

(b) from a river

(c) from the ocean

(d) from a magic well



// 45  //

23. What part of the story did Jack
himself enjoy the most?

(a) when mother hits the wizard

(b) when Roger finds pennies from the
magic well

(c) when at the wizard’s house, Roger
imitates wizard’s voice

(d) none

24. Why did Jack enjoy Roger’s imitation
of wizard’s voice?

(a) he recalls his past

(b) he recalls his childhood

(c) he relates his own childhood
experiences with it

(d) none

25. Why did Roger visit the wizard?

(a) to learn magic

(b) to gossip

(c) to get rid of his mother

(d) to seek advice to get rid of foul smell

26. Who advised Roger to go to the wizard?

(a) His mother (b) Jo

(c) Jack (d) Owl

27. Why does Jo want her father to tell
her story in a different way?

(a) to give the story a sad ending

(b) to understand the story better

(c) to complete the story

(d) to give the story a happy ending
with an adult and mature
understanding

28. What kind of a person is Roger’s
mother is in Jo’s opinion?

(a) wise

(b) pleasing

(c) wicked and stupid

(d) All

29. Where does Jo prefer to live?

(a) in the world of friends

(b) in the school of swings

(c) in her world of dreams and fantasies

(d) none

30. Why does Jo’s father want to punish
the wizard?

(a) as a mature person he thinks that
wizard has tried to interfere with
nature so it must be punished

(b) because he doesn’t like the wizard

(c) he thinks that wizard spoil children

(d) none

31. Why did Roger want to change his
smell?

(a) because no one liked him

(b) none was ready to play with him

(c) he smelt very badly and it made
people cry

(d) All

32. Why did Mother Skunk want her son
to retain his identity?

(a) she is an adult

(b) has a mature thinking

(c) wanted her son to be accepted as
it is

(d) All
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33. Why does Jo’s father has a different

opinion from Jo?

(a) because Jo is a child

(b) because he has a mature thought

(c) he doesn’t go by facial expression

(d) All

34. What is different about Roger’s story?

(a) Jo had a different opinion from her

father

(b) this was more interesting

(c) it had a wizard

(d) none

35. Why did Jo have a different opinion

from her father?

(a) because she was a child

(b) because she was unable to see

beyond facial expressions

(c) because she wanted a happy ending

(d) All

36. What is the moral of the story?

(a) Parents are wise and know what is

best for them

(b) mothers should not interfere in

their children’s affairs

(c) mothers are cruel

(d) children are cute and right

37. Who is Jo?

(a) A 4 years old girl who is curious

to find unknown aspects of the

stories told by her father

(b) a girl child

(c) a naughty girl

(d) None of these

38. Why did Jack start finding storytelling

ritual a chore?

(a) because it became a routine to

make Jo sleep

(b) because it was becoming

interesting day by day

(c) friends were liking it

(d) none

39. What does a 4-year-old child symbolise

in the story?

(a) innocence (b) smartness

(c) obstinacy (d) none

40. What do adult people signify in the

story?

(a) maturity and experience

(b) wise words

(c) cruelty

(d) indifference

41. Clare complains of in  Jack’ss

coming down

(a) hesitation (b) promptness

(c) enthusiasm (d) delay

42. What is Jo a short form of ?

(a) John (b) Joe

(c) Joanne (d) Jane

43. Jo wanted  in the story the

next day

(a) skunk to smell of roses

(b) skunk mommy to relent

(c) wizard to hit mommy

(d) animals to love skunk
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44. What word does Jo mispronounce as
evenshiladee?

(a) Evening (b) Eventually

(c) Evasive (d) Evacuation

45. Mommy skunk was  with
the wizard?

(a) angry (b) pleased

(c) indifferent (d) civil

46. What did mommy skunk call the
smell of roses?

(a) Pleasant (b) Unusual

(c) Heavenly (d) Awful

47. How many times did the wizard ask
Roger to turn at the end of the lane?

(a) 2 (b) 3

(c) 4 (d) 5

48. What did Jack mistakenly call Roger
Skunk?

(a) Roger Rabbit

(b) Roger fish

(c) Roger squirrel

(d) Roger monkey

49. Jack felt being  suited him

(a) an old man (b) an Owl

(c) a Skunk (d) a kid

50. What is a crick?

(a) A hill (b) A little river

(c) A park (d) A dress

51. Jack’s wife is called

(a) Mommy (b) Clare

(c) Roses (d) Jill

52. Roger Skunk’s smell makes 

creatures run away

(a) Woodland (b) Wood York

(c) Yorkshire (d) Wood hills

53. Roger’s daddy returns home from

(a) New York (b) Boston

(c) Washington (d) Reading

54. When the problem is solved 

is demanded

(a) fee (b) happiness

(c) nothing (d) food

54. He is advised to go to the 

(a) Mommy (b) Wizard

(c) Owl (d) Skunk

56. Jack narrates the story in the

evenings and for  naps.

(a) Monday (b) Saturday

(c) Sunday (d) Tuesday

57.   was Jo’s brother

(a) Roger (b) Bobby

(c) Skunk (d) Jack

58. Jo is now nearly   years old.

(a) 2 (b) 3

(c) 4 (d) 5

59. ‘Should Wizard hit mommy?’ is a ___

within a story.

(a) story (b) digression

(c) metaphor (d) moral
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1. (a) John Updike

2. (a) Worldview of a little girl and her

curious questions to her father

3. (d) All

4. (c) What did he want to smell like?

5. (a) wanted to punish Roger’s mother

6. (d) Roger’s mom hit the wizard

7. (c) because her action made Roger

smell bad again

8. (c) because of pleasant smell now

people were able to be friends with

him

9. (d) Rose

10. (c) happy note

11. (d) because of new rosy smell

12. (a) because of new rosy smell

13. (c) because he is a skunk and he should

smell bad

14. (a) to take him back to the awful

wizard and get his bad smell back

15. (d) She wants the wizard to hit her

16. (c) because she doesn’t let her son

have new smell

17. (c) Roger’s mother hit the wizard

18. (d) to seek his advice to solve his

problem

19. (d) to consult the wizard

20. (d) 7 pennies

21. (d) 4 pennies

22. (d) from a magic well

23. (c) when at the wizard’s house, Roger

imitates wizard’s voice

24. (c) he relates his own childhood

experiences with it

25. (d) to seek advice to get rid of foul smell

26. (d) Owl

27. (d) to give the story a happy ending

with an adult and mature

understanding

28. (c) wicked and stupid

29. (c) in her world of dreams and

fantasies

30. (a) as a mature person he thinks that

wizard has tried to interfere with

nature so it must be punished

31. (d) All

32. (d) All

33. (d) All

34. (a) Jo had a different opinion from her

father

35. (d) All

36. (a) Parents are wise and know what is

best for them

37. (a) A 4 years old girl who is curious

to find unknown aspects of the

stories told by her father

38. (a) because it became a routine to

make Jo sleep

39. (a) innocence

40. (a) maturity and experience

41. (d) delay

ANSWER KEYS
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42. (c) Joanne

43. (c) wizard to hit mommy

44. (b) Eventually

45. (a) angry

46. (d) Awful

47. (b) 3

48. (c) Roger squirrel

49. (a) an old man

50. (b) A little river

51. (b) Clare

52. (a) Woodland

53. (b) Boston

54. (a) fee

55. (c) Owl

56. (b) Saturday

57. (a) Roger

58. (c) 4

59. (a) story

B. SHORT TYPE QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

Q1) Why did Roger Skunk go to the owl? What advice did he get?

Ans. Roger Skunk went to the owl to know what he should do to change his bad smell so that no
one would shun playing with him. The owl advised him to go to the Wizard who would solve
his problem.

Q2) How did Jo want the Roger Skunk Story to end?

Ans. Jo wanted the Roger Skunk story to end with the Wizard hitting Roger's mother on the head
and letting Roger keep his newly acquired smell of roses, so that he could happily play with
his friends.

Q3) Why did Jo feel that Skunk's mommy was stupid?

Ans. Jo felt that Skunk's mommy was stupid because in Jo's opinion the insistence of Skunk's
mommy that Skunk should get his original smell back was rather a foolish act. Roger could
play happily with his friends when he started smelling of roses. So Jo thought there was no
need for Roger to get back his original awful smell.

Q4) How did the Wizard help Roger skunk?

Ans. Roger went to the wizard to get rid of his awful smell. When the wizard asked him how he
wanted to smell like, Roger replied that he would prefere the smell of roses. The wizard
uttered a spell and changed Roger's smell to that of roses. Roger was happy with the changes
because everybody now liked to play with him.

Q5) Why was Roger Skunk's mommy angry?

Ans. Roger's mommy was angry because he was smelling of roses. She told Roger that he did not
smell like a Skunk anymore. She was angry because Roger had lost his separate identity.
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ON THE FACE OF IT
A. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. If Derry didn’t go back, he was scared

(a) Mr Lamb would not let him in

(b) Mr Lamb would make other
friends

(c) he wouldn’t be able to pick crab-
apples

(d) he’d never go anywhere in the
world again

2. How far is Derry’s house from Mr
Lamb’s?

(a) A mile (b) 2 miles

(c) 3 miles (d) 4 miles

3. The boy’s name is  but he prefers

(a) Derry Dennis (b) Derek

(c) Derham (d) Derrain

4. Mr. Lamb claimed he had 
friends

(a) hundreds of

(b) no On The Face Of  It

(c) two or three

(d) a couple of

5. Derry felt Mr Lamb said 
things

(a) peculiar (b) sad

(c) funny (d) profound

6. Derry didn’t like people

(a) being friendly

(b) being afraid of him

(c) being affectionate

(d) being sympathetic

7. The gate to Mr Lamb’s house is

(a) always shut

(b) heavily guarded

(c) barricaded

(d) always open

8. The terrible woman said about Derry

that it was a face 

(a) no one could love

(b) everyone could love

(c) only a mother could love

(d) kids would be scared of

9. What ate Derry’s face away?

(a) Mites (b) Disease

(c) An accident (d) Acid

10. How old is Derry?

(a) 13 (b) 14

(c) 15 (d) 16

11. Mr Lamb says. it’s all ,

Beauty and the Beast.

(a) relative

(b) unimportant

(c) God’s Grace

(d) destiny

12. ‘Why is one green growing plant

called a  and another a

flower?’ asks Mr Lamb

(a) thorn (b) grass

(c) weed (d) fruit
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13. Mr Lamb felt the name children
called him by 

(a) suited him

(b) did not suit him

(c) was outrageous

(d) was disgusting

14. Mr. Lamb feels one must 

(a) survive

(b) struggle with disability

(c) live fully

(d) look for sympathy

15. Derry is  when Mr Lamb
welcomes him to his garden

(a) surprised (b) angry

(c) happy (d) curious

16. Mr Lamb changed the subject and
started talking about 

(a) apple picking

(b)  bees singing

(c) beauty and the beast

(d) his tin leg

17. One side of Derry’s face was 

(a) marred by scars

(b) had spots

(c) was darker

(d) burnt by acid

18. Mr Lamb believed that Derry wanted
to turn back because he 

(a) he had been caught

(b) he was ugly

(c) he was afraid of Mr Lamb

(d) he had something to hide

19. Why did Derry enter Mr Lamb’s
Garden?

(a) He wanted to see the flowers

(b) He wanted to see the bees

(c) He wanted to steal crab-apples

(d) Out of curiosity

20. Derry entered Mr Lamb’s Garden by

(a) climbing over the wall

(b) climbing through the window

(c) walked in through the open gate

(d) walking in stealthily

21. In what sense was friendship between
Lamb and Derry fruitful?

(a) he gave him fruit to eat

(b) his maturity

(c) both were good companions and
Lamb’s mature experiences and
words helped Derry to have a
positive view of life

(d) none

22. What did Mr. Lamb tell about
himself?

(a) he had a tin leg

(b) still he was happy

(c) he never minds even if children
teased him

(d) All

23. What complex does Derry suffer from?

(a) Superiority (b) Oedipus

(c) inferiority (d) All
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24. Why did Derry always find a vacant
place to live?

(a) he liked to be alone

(b) was scared of people

(c) because of inferiority complex as
he had a burnt face

(d) All

25. What did Derry learn from the
fairy tale?

(a) how to look beautiful

(b) how to make friends

(c) learnt to love and appreciate
himself

(d) All

26. Why did Derry like to be alone?

(a) because of burnt face

(b) because he couldn’t bear with
people’s comments

(c) because of inferiority complex

(d) All

27. Why did Mr. Lamb keep the door of
his garden open?

(a) to let the people come in

(b) to get fresh air

(c) to avoid opening the door again and

(d) to have fine contact with the outer
world and enjoy

28. How did Derry burn his face?

(a) in a fire

(b) with a gas stove

(c) hot water

(d) acid burnt his face

29. What kind of a garden did Mr. Lamb
have?

(a) cherry (b) plum

(c) peach (d) Apple Garden

30. Why did Mr. Lamb call Derry blessed?

(a) because he was young

(b) because he had a mother

(c) because he had friends

(d) because except a burnt face he had

a perfectly healthy body

31. Why did Derry share his fear with Mr.

Lamb?

(a) because he had a garden

(b) because he was old

(c) because he understood him and

was friendly

(d) none

32. Why did Derry go to Mr. Lamb at the

end?

(a) because of his wish to live a free life

(b) he wanted apples

(c) he wanted to play in the garden

(d) none

33. How did Mr. Lamb pick apples?

(a) bending down

(b) with the help of his servant

(c) with the help of children

(d) using a ladder and a stick

34. Why didn’t Mr. Lamb feel hurt by

children’s comments?

(a) because he thought that it suits him

(b) he loves children

(c) he likes them

(d) he wants them to play in his garden
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35. Why did Derry go to Mr. Lamb’s
Garden?

(a) to steal apples

(b) to speak to Mr. Lamb

(c) to help the old man

(d) to feel that place

36. What unites Mr. Lamb and Derry?

(a) their age

(b) their woes

(c) their life stories

(d) their physical impairment

37. Why did Mr. Lamb help Derry?

(a) because both were victims of war

(b) both were sad

(c) both were victims of physical
impairment

(d) because he wanted Derry to change
his view of life.

38. Who is Mr. Lamb?

(a) a young man

(b) a middle-aged man

(c) an old man

(d) none

39. Who has written On the Face of It?

(a) Susan Hill

(b) William Sydne

(c) Salman Rushdie

(d) Chetan Bhagat

40. What draws Derry towards Lamb?

(a) his appearance

(b) his grief

(c) his positive outlook

(d) All

41. What specific things about Mr. Lamb

does Derry notice?

(a) A man of firm resolution

(b) always remains happy in spite of

his deformity

(c) had a positive outlook

(d) All

42. Why did Mr. Lamb not have curtains

in his house?

(a) it’s difficult to wash

(b) too expensive

(c) because he wanted visitors in his

house

(d) none

43. Why was Derry startled entering the

garden?

(a) because of trees

(b) because of apples

(c) because he expected no one else

but seeing Mr. Lamb

(d) none

44. How was Mr. Lamb happy in spite of

his disability?

(a) because of his acceptance of it

(b) because he was wise

(c) because he had grown old

(d) All



// 54  //

1. (d) he’d never go anywhere in the

world again

2. (c) 3 miles

3. (b) Derek

4. (a) hundreds of

5. (a) peculiar

6. (b) being afraid of him

7. (d) always open

8. (c) only a mother could love

9. (d) Acid

10. (b) 14

11. (a) relative

12. (c) weed

13. (a) suited him

14. (c) live fully

15. (a) surprised

16. (a) apple picking

17. (b) had spots

18. (c) he was afraid of Mr Lamb

19. (d) Out of curiosity

20. (a) climbing over the wall

21. (c) both were good companions and

Lamb’s mature experiences and

words helped Derry to have a

positive view of life

22. (d) All

23. (c) inferiority

24. (d) All

25. (d) All

26. (d) All

27. (d) to have fine contact with the outer

world and enjoy

28. (d) acid burnt his face

29. (d) Apple Garden

30. (d) because except a burnt face he had

a perfectly healthy body

31. (c) because he understood him and

was friendly

32. (a) because of his wish to live a free life

33. (d) using a ladder and a stick

34. (a) because he thought that it suits him

35. (d) to feel that place

36. (d) their physical impairment

37. (d) because he wanted Derry to change

his view of life

38. (c) an old man

39. (a) Susan Hill

40. (c) his positive outlook

41. (d) All

42. (c) because he wanted visitors in his

house

43. (c) because he expected no one else

but seeing Mr. Lamb

44. (d) All

ANSWER KEYS
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B. SHORT TYPE QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

Q1) In what sense is the friendship between Mr. Lamb and Derry fruitful?

Ans. The friendship between Mr Lamb and Derry helped the latter get over his baseless fears.

The old man's optimism instilled in Derry the confidence to come out of his shell and face

the world. Mr Lamb also had relief from his loneliness.

Q2) What is the bond that unites Mr. Lamb, the old man and Derry, the boy ? How does

the old man inspire the boy?

Ans. Physical impairment and exclusion from society are the bonds that unite Mr Lamb and

derry. Mr Lamb did not allow his physical disability to mire his life. He harbouned no

bitterness against anyone. Derry is inspired to see that inspite of his disability Mr Lamb

lives life to the fullest.

Q3) How does Mr. Lamb remove the baseless fears of Derry?

Ans. Derry tells Mr Lamb that people are afraid of his face. So he shuns society. Mr Lamb

replies that there are many other things in the world to be noticed. He advises Derry to take

the risk by coming out of his shell. Everybody has problems in his life, but it is our attitude

that matters.

Q4) Who is Mr. Lamb ? How does Derry get into his garden?

Ans. Mr Lamb is an old man who lives in a big house. He has no family. He lost one of his legs in

a war while walking past Mr Lamb's garden , Derry felt that it was an isolated place. So, he

got into his garden by climbing over the garden wall.

Q5) Do you think Derry's encounter with Mr. Lamb will change his attitude towards

Mr. Lamb?

Ans. Yes Derry's attitude towards life itself has changed. He was able to see the brighter side of

life. His attitude towards Mr Lamb will also change and he will consider Mr Lamb a true

friend.
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EVAN TRIES AN O-LEVEL
A. MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. The police laid their hands on Evans
in a hotel named 

(a) the Lion’s Den

(b) Lion’s Cage

(c) the Golden Lion

(d) the Golden Web

2. Carter tells Governor that he had left
Evans at 

(a) Radcliff Hospital

(b) Broad Street

(c) St. Mary’s Mag

(d) Elsfield Way

3. McLeery directed the superintendent
to lead him towards 

(a) Radcliff Hospital

(b) Elsfield Way

(c) Broad Street

(d) Oxford Lane

4. The wounded man in the cell was

(a) McLeery (b) Jackson

(c) Stephens (d) Evans

5. At 11:22  minutes before the
examination was to be over Jackson
called Stephens telling him that the
Governor wanted to speak with him

 times

(a) 2 (b) 3

(c) 4 (d) 5

6. Evans is told about the corrections

on  by McLeery

(a) page three, line fifteen

(b) page three, line nine

(c) page two, line twelve

(d) page two, line fifteen

7. The examination started at 

(a) 9:15 am (b) 9:25 am

(c) 9:35 am (d) 9:45 am

8. The Index number was 

(a) 303 (b) 313

(c) 323 (d) 333

9. McLeery said he was suffering from

(a) diabetes (b) cough

(c) piles (d) cold

10. Governor switched on the receiver

at 

(a) 9:00 am (b) 9:10 am

(c) 9:20 am (d) 9:30 am

11. The Governor had got Evans’s cell

 because he did not want to

take chances with Evans, the master

planner.

(a) bugged (b) guarded

(c) watched (d) locked
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12. Jackson instructs Stephen to take

away 

(a) the bag

(b) the razor

(c) the scissors

(d) the knife

13. The names of the officers who visited

Evans before the examination were

(a) Jackson and Stephens

(b) Jackson and Bell

(c) Jackson and Carter

(d) Carter and Bell

14. Evans’ tutor wished him good luck

one day before the examination on

(a) February 10 (b) June 7

(c) July 11 (d) November 17

15. Evans had escaped from jail

(a) 3 times (b) 4 times

(c) 5 times (d) 6 times

16. The Secretary agreed to make an

arrangement of a person from 

to act as an invigilator

(a) St. Agnes Mags

(b) St. Francis Mags

(c) St. Mary Mags

(d) St. Xavier Mags

17. Evan wanted to appear in O Level

 Examination

(a) French (b) Italian

(c) Spanish (d) German

18. The Governor of  contacted

the Secretary of Examination on the

telephone

(a) Newbury Prison

(b) Radcliff Prison

(c) Elsfield Prison

(d) Oxford Prison

19. Evans is good at 

(a) making calculations

(b) learning languages

(c) predicting the moves of his rivals

(d) German

20. ‘Evans Tries an O Level is a 

the criminal and the jail authorities

(a) the narration of

(b) satire of

(c) battle of wits between

(d) tragic conflict between

21. What made Evan have his last laugh?

(a) his friend a prison officer opened

his handcuffs and helped him to

escape

(b) Evan was locked up

(c) Evan was released

(d) None
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22. What precautions did the authorities
take to conduct the examination
smoothly?

(a) The Governor personally supervised
security

(b) Evan’s cell was checked thoroughly

(c) All belongings were taken away
from Evan, the invigilator was
frisked and a police officer was
posted to keep a vigil

(d) All of these

23. How can we say that Evan could not
get through the O Level German
examination?

(a) he is unable to understand even
simple expression like Gutted Gluck

(b) he didn’t study

(c) didn’t attend any class

(d) was behind the bars

24. What information did the governor
receive from the detective
Superintendent?

(a) Mcleery had spotted Evan

(b) Evan was seen near Elsfield way

(c) chased Evan but lost him

(d) All these

25. What did the Governor want Carter
to do?

(a) he wanted him to check Evan

(b) he wanted him to go with Evan

(c) he wanted him to accompany him

(d) he wanted him to accompany
injured Mcleery

26. From whom did the governor receive
the first call?

(a) Assistant Secretary

(b) Joint Secretary

(c) Assistant commissioner

(d) All

27. Why did Evans clip his hair short?

(a) to aid his escape plan and to pass
off as Mc Leery later

(b) he was feeling hot

(c) to give modern look

(d) to give a young look

28. What aided Evan’s arrest?

(a) his friends

(b) his gang

(c) secret agents

(d) The clues Evan left

29. From where did they find the name

of the hotel where Evan was staying?

(a) from the police

(b) from the people

(c) secret agent

(d) from the correction slip

30. How was the governor able to locate

Evans?

(a) by putting together 6 figures

(b) by decoding

(c) with the help of Ordnance survey

map of Oxfordshire

(d) All these
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31. Who was Mc Leery?

(a) Evan’s friend

(b) policeman

(c) inspector

(d) the invigilator who had been

appointed by the Governor to

invigilate

32. Who arrived first on the scene after

Stephen found Mcleery?

(a) Jackson

(b) Stephens

(c) Detective Superintendent Carter

(d) None

33. How could Evans’ plan of escape

become a success?

(a) because of his wits

(b) because he keeps his hat on his head

(c) because he was cunning

(d) all

34. Why did Evans request not to take off

his hat?

(a) he was feeling cold

(b) to give a smart look

(c) he loved to wear

(d) Evans considered it lucky for himself

35. Why was the Governor not ready to

take risk?

(a) to bring a good name

(b) to stop Evan from taking exam

(c) to avoid any bad name

(d) none

36. When were Inspector Morse series of

novels written?

(a) between 1975 -1999

(b) between 1975 -1998

(c) between 1975 -1997

(d) between 1975 -1994

37. How did Evan escape from the jail?

(a) by jumping the wall

(b) by befooling the watchman

(c) his friend Prison officer released
him

(d) all

38. Why did Evans drape a blanket
around his shoulder?

(a) to conceal his efforts of changing
dress to look like Mcleery

(b) because he was feeling cold

(c) to hide himself from the police

(d) All these

39. What kind of a person was Evans?

(a) Kleptomaniac

(b) pleasing personality and a tendency
to mislead

(c) stealing habit

(d) All these

40. Name the author of the lesson.

(a) William Blake

(b) Sir Johnson

(c) H.L.Hegde

(d) Norman Colin Dexter
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41. What should be the Governor’s plan

to bring Evan back to prison from the

hotel?

(a) He should have sent him by air

(b) He should have sent him with more

people

(c) He himself should have travelled

along

(d) None

42. Why was the invigilator frisked?

(a) to ensure that he had no objectionable

material with him

(b) to check his true identity

(c) to check if he was a real man

(d) none

43. Why was Evan keeping the hat on his

head?

(a) to cheat

(b) to avoid cold

(c) to give a smart look

(d) to avoid being detected as he had

clipped his hair short to look like

Mcleery

44. What did the Governor tell the

Secretary of the examination Board?

(a) Evan is a pleasing person

(b) can imitate stars and was star of

Christmas concert

(c) was a kleptomaniac

(d) All these

45. What was there in the small brown

suitcase that Mcleery carried?

(a) sealed question papers

(b) yellow invigilation form

(c) special authentication card

(d) All these
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1. (c) the Golden Lion

2. (a) Radcliff Hospital

3. (b) Elsfield Way

4. (d) Evans

5. (b) 3

6. (a) page three, line fifteen

7. (b) 9:25 am

8. (b) 313

9. (c) piles

10. (b) 9:10 am

11. (a) bugged

12. (b) the razor

13. (a) Jackson and Stephens

14. (a)

15. (a) 3 times

16. (c) St. Mary Mags

17. (d) German

18. (d) Oxford Prison

19. (c) predicting the moves of his rivals

20. (c) battle of wits between

21. (a) his friend a prison officer opened
his handcuffs and helped him to
escape

22. (d) All of these

23. (a) he is unable to understand even
simple expression like Gutted
Gluck

24. (d) All these

25. (d) he wanted him to accompany
injured Mcleery

26. (a) Assistant Secretary

27. (a) to aid his escape plan and to pass
off as Mc Leery later

28. (d) The clues Evan left

29. (d) from the correction slip

30. (d) All these

31. (d) the invigilator who had been
appointed by the Governor to
invigilate

32. (c) Detective Superintendent Carter

33. (a) because of his wits

34. (d) Evans considered it lucky for
himself

35. (c) to avoid any bad name

36. (a) between 1975 -1999

37. (c) his friend Prison officer released
him

38. (a) to conceal his efforts of changing
dress to look like MCleery

39. (d) All these

40. (d) Norman Colin Dexter

41. (c) He himself should have travelled
along

42. (a) to ensure that he had no
objectionable material with him

43. (d) to avoid being detected as he had
clipped his hair short to look like
Mcleery

44. (d) All these

45. (d) All these

ANSWER KEYS
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B. SHORT TYPE QUESTION WITH ANSWERS

Q1) What were the contents of the small suitcase that McLeery carried?

Ans. McLeery's suitcase contained the items he needed for invigilation. It had a sealed envelope

containing question paper, a yellow invigilation form, a special authentication card from

the Examination Board, a paper knife, a Bible and the current copy of The Church Times. It

also contained a small, semi-inflated rubber ring.

Q2) Why did Evans not take off his hat when Jackson ordered him to do so?

Ans. Evams had clipped his hair short to pass off as the duplicate Mcleery. He needed to keep his

hat on to avoid being detected. But the reason he gave was that the hat on his head always

brought him good luck.

Q3) How does 'Mc Leery explain the presence of a small semi-inflated rubber ring? What

did it actually contain?

Ans. Mcleery tells Jackson that he is suffering from piles and the ring contained pig blood,

which Evams splatters on his head to convince the policemen that he was the injured McLeery.

It was then easy for him to escape from jail.

Q4) What clues did the answer sheet of Evans provide to the Governor.

Ans. The Governor had no clues about the whereabouts of Evans till he got his answer sheet. The

index number 313 and the centre number 271 on the answer sheet suggested the reference

number 313/271 on the Ordnance Survey Map of Oxfordshine. The reference number helped

him to trace Evans to the Golden Lion of Chipping Norton.

Q5) How did Evans outsit the Governor at the end?

Ans. Evans is recaptured by the Governor and handcuffed by a prison officer. But the prison

officer was really a friend of Evam who takes him to the police van and unlocks the handcuffs

as soon as the Governor is out of sight. Evans thus has the last laugh as he escapes to

Newbury.

Q6) Was the injured Mc Leery able to help the prison officers to track Evans.

Ans. The injured McLeerywas sent with Detective Carter when he told the Governor that he

knew where Evam had gone. He told Carter that he had seen Evans driving off along Elsfield

Way. But all these clues were only misleading the police as Evam himself was impersonating

as McLeery.
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