
Bye-mail & Speed post

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
ST & SC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

*****
No. -:j-201 / SSD, Bhubaneswar

STSCD-FRA-MISC-0032-201S
From

Date 2"1" ·oy ·202'2

Smt. Guha Poonam Tapas Kumar, lAS
Director, ST

To
All Collectors-cum-Chairpersons ofDLCs on FRA

Sub: - Constitution of Forest Rights Committees by the Gram Sabhas
under the Forest Rights Act, 2006 in all the potential/ left-out
villages.

Ref.- D.O. letter dt.16.02.2022 of the Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Govt. of India addressed to the Chief Secretary, Odisha (Copy
enclosed).

Sir,
I am directed to state that the Forest Rights Act, 2006 and its Amended

Rules, 2012 provides for a statutory body known as Forest Rights Committee (FRC)
to assist the Gram Sabha in its functions to receive, acknowledge, verify claims and
present their findings on the nature and extent of the claims before the Gram Sabha for
its consideration. FRC is a highly inclusive body comprising of 10 to 15 members,
two-thirds of which belong to STs and one-third are women. So proper functioning of
FRC is a vital tool for effective implementation ofFRA, 2006.

In the State level Conference of PA, ITDAs held recently at Bhubaneswar, this
matter was thoroughly discussed & a consensus did emerge to ensure constitution/re­
constitution and proper functioning of the FRCs. It has also come to our notice that
many members of the FRCs are not aware of their roles & responsibilities and thus,
capacity building programs are also to be organized through the SCSTRTI/ DLCs/
SDLCs concerned to enable them to discharge their functions effectively.

I would therefore, request you to initiate needful action and ensure
constitution/reconstitution of the FRCs in all the potential/left out villages/habitations
by coordinating with the freshly elected PRI members as per the statutory provisions
of the FRA, 2006 & Amended Rules thereto. The PD, DRDAs, BDOs, Sub­
Collectors, DWOs, Tahasildars, DPOs and the Officers of line Department may also
be instructed to make necessary arrangement for deploying their subordinate officials
to supervise holding of such Palli-Sabhas and provide necessary guidance
& assistance for constitution of FRCs by the Palli-Sabhas concerned. Action taken in
the matter may please be reported to this Department through e-mail by 20.05.2022
positively for kind appraisal of the competent authorities.

This may please be treated as Urgent.

p.i·a.



Memo No, -:t-202 1 SSD Dt 2'1-,0'1,202..2,

\ Copy along with a copy of the enclosure sent to the Addl. Secretary to
Govt., Forest, Env. & CC Deptt.l Revenue & DM Deptt.l PR & DW Deptt.,
Odisha for information and necessary action,

J-:t\U\¥
Officer on Special Duty

\

Memo No,_1-_L_D_3 __ 1SSD, Dt '27--0'-1.2022.
Copy along with a copy of the enclosure sent to all RDCs for information

and necessary action. 0\''-\ ~

Officer on pecial Duty

\

Memo No,_1--=--·-=-2--=-O_Y~_1SSD, Dt 2'1-'OL-f,-2022
Copy along with a copy of the enclosure sent to all Nodal Officers on

FRA (9 PA, ITDAs and 21 DWOs)1 All Sub-Collectors for information and
necessary action. ~\.,wJ

Officer on Special Duty
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DO. No, 23011113/2,021 _t ~ /Dated: 16.02.2022
~----"::--""".".,1 (f-;,.

Dear ~, . ;>'~"I-~' . ,;=.-. • G . f Secretary

As ou are aware the '''cheduted Tribes and Other Tmditional F~re21j~~rs (RC.;QOigllltiOI1 or
F' re~l-~lghts Aa, 2.006" iii. S '0 B~..Arwis enacted by th¢ l;)arl1artNlU,tCi recognize and -vest Etlrestrlgbtil
in tht F0'reat DWIIHng Scheduied ribes and Other Tradltionall:;trre~ D\veUurs who have been residlng· in
rC's\mnd, but whose rmhts ha ,iC: no been orded, The. 1 came iato eft®:t from 31 .12.2007. The
ch~. uled Tribes !lnd Other 1·rad~~.ioo~1Forest Dwellers (RecognitjO:n. afForest Rights) 'Rute.s. 2007 were
also n rified on ()1 .01._008,
s, This Minbu'Y being: the "OdHI Ministry f r illlplementaJJon of the FRA ha been is uing di.rections

1t-)l.~d ~id.~el..in..e '. ~.:orn.li~-e t..• n1'0e . n a.~i.us jl< ts [0 en ure its .proper implcm-on. It is expected
/ ~.al reguiarmomtcnn:g IS oont done.auh Sunel~ loyd.

l. Recently. in a meeting taken byHon'ble Minister 0 Tribal Aft""aits.it has be.en..d~ted lQ re iew
iT1lph::i1~ent4-tlonof the 'PEA in _'tate5i in paniculnr at groun level ~fForest RightS Co-mr.nll1M (FRC. I.n
~his re.s_pect. I f" quest thaI the meeting .~f the SLMC may be COl'ldllcted perl9.:dicall)· to review
irn:p.lementati{)n of the Act.in the s,tatefY:J!. In addition to reviewing the regular progress; 1.1'ua foUowlng
poin~ l1ia)f please be ensured~ .

il thal llC Rnes:l Rign's C nuninee ~RCs have been fon:ned·in an the '"'iUages.which have
po-tentittl fQr~~ rigb h "lde:r:!?;
j:l)ll:un lhese..FltCs .QUI'!)' D-.~t~i.r.f®ctlons in the manner Pt1!sctlbed in the A'01and R\lIe:s~.an:d
Lii) thm ap-proFr:i.a~e action with reg-dId to the re-soluti{}fl T the Gram Sllbba on
r-ecommeodat!oJ¥i f the FRCs' is tak~n l y !he Sub~Di isional Level C Il1m,\tt~e.and the Distri t
Le ei CUfl:l;minee tak~s a final yteW in a LranSp.arent.em ient. :and tI.me\ymanner.

4, This Ministry has been Qrlyeylng the need .or capacity blliIdingofme fronl·line funcdonarie who
I:lre responsible r r imp.kme.nl~ti m of the pr vision of the Act/Rules. It Ila been hQwever obse['ved
fr m the ~mdtlvit· submitted in th~ Hon'bll: Supren1c ourt in \iVPC 10·9/200g. that the procedure: being
rontj)\....~d at the Gram Sabh!l, 1 PRe level Of a.t the supe l!i.Ory levels for scruti:n}rle'X.al'nintlt1on of foresl
rights claims submitlfZd' by CST IOTH)s hav' at times n 1 been as per th~ptov1 ions oflhe ·cti'RllJ •
\vhid\ might have !"es~)W-.din ineorre¢l u essmenl f c.:l3im". 111iere is .a need ilierefotll! that the k Y
r\mcti{1!l~rie understand th leg:alpfOv,iiiuns of the FR." both in iellcnmd'l'lpirl.t
~. Further. l't"ce~s![ry fcillt.)wup action i.1lterms of the affi.davit submirred ii' th~ HO}l'bl~"llpretl1e COlLI1
by your tate aov~rnmentll!T j'\aRin~jgl"iltiO!Arnay also be ~e\'iewed during the meetit;lg !the Sl",MC. 1
re~luestma the next nl(~('\h'1gnut'\' be held as ('xpediti list, J .as feasible and then ill reg)llar imerv ls.
K-ecpi:,_ us informed ttbQut me progress rnilde.

W1th resilrds. "YQUrs: sincerd)'

~-
(AnUKumar J6aT

hri Surcsh Chandra Mtj~apalra,
ChidSecr lary.
G ~O 'Odi ha.

RQom Mo-. 72'1 'A' WI.· ...... SbtlWan.MiNt o-IftJ.l11Q001
T-W::l1 ...n-aa8t852,. Fa ~1"I-'11-2301a1ec.e-flllit ~~.ntc.·ln


